A Glimpse Through Their Eyes:
The Sunshine Children by Christopher Crocker

Crocker, Christopher W. E. The Sunshine Children. Reykjavik: Hin kindin, 2023. 145
pages. ISBN: 978-9935-916-55-6.

The Sunshine Children, written by

The Sunshine Children Christopher Crocker, gives a unique
overview of the Icelandic language

press in Manitoba by shining light on
the publications aimed towards or
written by the children of the time.
This overview includes how the chil-
dren’s publications were related to
the regular periodicals to which they
were attached, explores the target
audience, and shows how the views
of the editor shaped these children’s
newspapers.

The book cover itself, designed by
Olafur bér Kristinsson and Helgi P4ll
Melsted, won an award for Book
Cover Design from Félag fslenskra
teiknara. The Sunshine Children is
available for purchase through
Boksala stidenta (University of Ice-
land book store) or the New Iceland
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Figure 1: Front cover of The Sunshine Children

Heritage Museum in Gimli, Manitoba.

Katrin Nielsdéttir is editor-in-chief of Icelandic Connection, in addition to being the Icelandic
Special Collection and Rare Book Librarian at the University of Manitoba Libraries.

ICELANDIC CONNECTION VOL. 74
2024

Copyright © The Author(s), first right of publishing Icelandic Connection

licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0


https://cwecrocker.com/
https://www.honnunarmidstod.is/ha-frettir/fit-verdlaunahafar-2024
https://www.honnunarmidstod.is/ha-frettir/fit-verdlaunahafar-2024
https://www.boksala.is/product/sunshine-children-the/
https://new-iceland-heritage-museum.square.site/product/the-sunshine-children-by-christopher-crocker/1434?cp=true&sa=true&sbp=false&q=false
https://new-iceland-heritage-museum.square.site/product/the-sunshine-children-by-christopher-crocker/1434?cp=true&sa=true&sbp=false&q=false

ICELANDIC CONNECTION VOL. 74

Mm;w...m Ploith
dmmm-'?u&uwsﬁo Children
Plewspaper S6lkin

Ostober, 1915 lpni 1915

Mat, Chaifopher Lrocher

Figure 2: Cover from the book Letters from the North
American-Icelandic Children’s Newspaper Sélskin

The children’s letters have been added to
an Open Educational Resource through Press-
books making them publicly available to read
or work with. Letters from the North American-

Icelandic Children’s Newspaper Sélskin is a collec-

tion of 155 letters that were sent to the editor
of the Winnipeg Icelandic language newspa-
per Ldgberg from children of various ages,
between October 1915 and April 1918. The let-
ters are grouped by publication year and
within these groups you can find the names
and dates of each submission with both the
original Icelandic text as well as the English
translation.

The Icelandic and English texts on each
page are a useful resource for Icelandic lan-
guage students as they can compare the
language used in Icelandic to an English

equivalent.

On a historical note, it is intriguing to see the values and priorities of the young

Icelandic speaking population in North America during these times. The topics range

from their favorite pets to more serious topics such as the war. While the use of Ice-

landic language has declined in North America since the last century when these

letters were written, with the English translation decedents and historians now have

an open window through the eyes of the Sunshine Children.
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