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It 11·as back in 187 5, on October 21st, that a party of 2:Fi people, 

lrom far-a,\·ay Iceland landed on \\'illow Point, on the 11·esl shore 

ol Lake \Vinnipeg. They 11·ere strangers Lo Canada and its language. 

l,ut they were fired by courage and enterprise. 

From \\'innipeg they had made the slmv journey down the Red 

River in six scows aml a York boat. ,\s a storm 11·as threatening, 
they made !or shore on a .,andy beach ,rhere they found a lone ,vhitc 
rock suitable for mooring their little flotilla. 

This was the be:,.\·inning of Icelandic settlement 111 \Ianitoba. 

:\'earhy they formed a village, which they hopefully named Ginili, 
the home of the god,, and there Canadians of Icelandic descent fore

gather yearly, on or near the 2nd of ,\ugust, for their islendinga

dagur. 

This year something ,r:ts ,tdded as a Centennial Project.,\ Gindi 

family of ,\rnasons, descendants of that first group of IH75, had 

\\'hite Rock moved a few yards off the beach and suitably mounted 
on a foundation of stone and mortar. There it 11·as dedicated by the 

President of the homeland of those earliest settlers. 

\\'e salute those hardy and courageous pioneers ol \lanitoha and 

their mindful descendants of tocby. 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 

Canada 1967-HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

The last tick-tocks of Canada's first 
century sound in our ears and warn us 
of the closing hour. The moment of the 
full ancl completed circle is at hand. 
·while eternity hides in strange and
unknown silence, marking man's petty
hustle-bustle, the world of touch, of
feeling of right and all reality rolls on.
But today the measurement of hours,
months and centuries is our amuse
ment. vVe have now our excuse to cele
brate, raise a clamour and a shout, ring
the rusted bells, ancl shoot off the
dazzle of fireworks, to remind our
selves of mortality and the horror of
our perishability. Now we can try,
with noise and feverish activity, to im
mortalize our earthly existence ancl
grasp something lasting and eternal
while we yet have our life and our will.

So the whooping and the joy of our 
Centennial is for us all: the toddlers, 
fresh faced and wonder-eyed will wave 
their maple-leafs not knowing why. 
The young set, noisy, restless, full
blooded and untamed will inject their 
enthusiasm into all their £rugs, their 
J.ife-drives and their serious foolishness. 
They will know that they are pent and 
teeming with their new power and that 
this Canada, lies like a ripe watermelon 
patch for them to pick and feast upon: 
and they, when they shout and cheet' 
and clap their hands, will sense the 
measure of a heritage they soon will 
clasp and fill. Those few who hold the 
reins of power-the teachers, the men 
of business, the mayor and his not al
ways-so-merry men, the bankers, traders 
and all who give the nod and raise the 
warning finger, they will try hard to 

compete with the youth, knowing with 
a deep-hidden, deep0hearted, yet utter 
certainty that time has turned against 
them, and that they have struggled up 
the mountain of life only to begin to 
slip down the other, less precipitous 
side. Only some of the old will wave 
their flag ·with peace, resigned to the 
imminence of eternity and surrendered 
to the dogged stalk of time. 

And what are we celebrating, do you 
ask? Confederation's one hundred years. 
July 1st, 100 years ago Canada became 
a country, a union of provinces. And 
why the jubilation? What is 100 years? 
Perhaps in God's eyes, it is only ;\ 
moment, yet to us and to the world it 
is our own span of peace, reason and 
godliness, an era, in which man, the 
savage, proved J-ie could be man, the 
godly, the divine, the paragon of all; 
proved he could, in spite of the 
mingled pettiness and meanness, main
tain a place where libertv and righ � 
and free will could flourish. 

That is why we are shouting. It is 
our way of thanking ourselves and our 
forefathers for tihe freedom we cherish. 
So we shout bcause we are free and we 
shout because in this way we can re
mind ourselves that we are real, that 
we can exist, and that we are part of 
that glorious experiment called demo
o acy. ,ve shout because at each mile
stone of history, it is good to be able 
to say to oneself "I was there". 

So thrice bless you Canada, Sweet 
Mother of Liberty, yours has been a 
noble experiment in time. 

Paul Sigurdson
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In The Editor's Confidence 

It is appropriate that a guest editori
al, on the Centennial theme, should be 
re-published in this magazine. Paul 
Sigurdson has been a contributor to 
our magazine and in this number ap
pears an article on a play he has writ
ten for the Centennial. 

Logberg-Heimskringla is to be con
gratulated on its Centennial number
twenty pages instead of the usual eight. 

The Ode to Canada by Guttormur J 
Guttormsson was particularly ap
propriate. The venerable and hic,h}y 

h 

esteemed poet passed away this year. 
'_The article by Dr. Valdirnar J. Eylands 
1s a constructive survey of the centun 
of progress 1d1ich has just passed. Dr:. 
Tho:valdur Johnson discusses the pro
duc:t10n of wheat in Canada-a subject 
which cannot be over-emphasized in 
ohese years of population explosion,,, 
Canada's bread basket has to be kept 
bulging. 

More of the stories of Gul.'5run 
Finnsd6ttir should be translated into 
Engiish, particularly those that toud1 
on the ,position of the newcomer in 
Canada. 

The article by Prof. Haraldur Bessa
son is, as always, fair, informative, and 
with a pure:y objective approach. 

The address of Hon. Joseph Thor
son prompts one question: where in the 
British North America Act does it say 
that English is an official lan<ruage 
in Canada? 

b ' 

The report which the editor made 
on the tour last fall of the ethnic edi
tors to the province of Quebec is exce'.
lent-reporting at a high level. That 
report, which, on the merits, is in the 

category of an editorial, provides 
very cogent proof of the value of a 
publication in the language of the 
ethnic group on behalf of which the 
publication primarily exists. A Can
adian, whose mother tongue is not 
English and who feels what that tongue 
and everything associated wfrh it 
means to him, is in an excellent posi
tion to appreciate fully the depth of 
feeling in French Canadians who are 
battling for the preservation of their 
culture. :\Irs. Jonsson states this very 
forcibly in these words: 

"But it is the French tongue, its sur
vival and broadening domain, that 
seems to be the French Canadian con
suming concern. But is not the lan
guage of the forebears dear to all 
people? ,ve, who edit newspapers in 
l�nguages other than English ancl
h-ench, understand this sentiment.
vVe, too, are eager to extend the sur 
vival of our inherited lano-uages as far 

b C 

into the future as possible." 
It is this quality of writino- which 
. 

b 

bmlcls Canadian unity. 
Then the editor ,provides comfort 

to the readers who have retained the 
language of their fathers by pointing 
out that they need not learn both 
French and English. Mrs. Jonsson 
continues: 

"I believe that the majority of Can
adians will learn only one or the other 
of the two official languages." 

Very appropriately the Declaration 
by the Canadian Interfaith Conference 
�ppea:s on . the last page as the closing
item m tlus excellent centennial sup
plement. 
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Her :\Iajcsty Elizabeth n, Queen of Canada and the Rt. Hon. Lester B. Pear�on, Prime '.\fi1�ister

of Can;da, shortly after Her Majesty addressed the Parliament of Canada m the open air on 

Parliament Hill, July 1st 1967. 
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The Address of Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II on Parliament Hill 

July 1, 1967 

l\Ir. Speaker of the Senate 

l\lr. Speaker of the House of Commons 

I thank you both most sincerelv f()l' 
the Loyal Addresses which you have 
read on behalf of Parliament and for 
your welcome to my husband and my
.,elf. 

One hundred years of Confeder
ation; ,1·hat a simple statement, but 
what a remarkable chapter in Can
ada's history. It is altogether right an-1 
fitting that Sovereign and people 
should meet together here at the heart 
and centre of Canadian existence to 
give thanks on this great occasion. 

Canada i, a country that has been 
blest bev01Hl most other conn tries in 
this world .. -\!though there have been 
all the po.-sibilities for human anguish 
and conflict, the pages of Canada's hi
�tory during the last hundred vear, 
have hardly been stained bv seriow; 
misfortunes. The problems which faced 
the statesmen o[ I 8(i7 and the nation a 1 

prohiem, ,d1ich have had to be met in 
the in ten cning Years ha\·e been ,olved. 
with rare and minor exceptions, 
through discussion and through an ef
fort of tolerance, goodwill and under
standing. 

1,Vhen I \'i ,ited the scenes of those 
historic discussions at Charlottetm\"n 
and Quebec. three year-; ago. it came to 
me hcr,r quietly this nation had been 
created by men sitting around a table. 
'.'\ot the least important service render
ed by Sir John A. l\facclonald, Sir 
Ceorges Etienne Cartier and the other 

Fathers of the Confedera�ion, wa.s this 
tradition of calm consu1tation which 
they established. 

Let no one underestimate the imagi
nation and daring shown by those men 
one hundred years ago. They created 
one nation of this great country which 
reaches from sea to sea, a land rich in 
the things that man needs for a good 
life, enough to provide for a varied and 
growing population and to help meet 
the world's needs as well. They also 
created a nation that has grown and 
prospered in an atmosphere of free
dom, where differences are respected, 
and ·where the rights of individual 
men and women to work out their own 
salvations have never been long denied. 
These are profound reasons for our 
thanksgiving. 

On this day of celebration it is right 
that we should remember with grati
tude the men and women who have 
held responsibility and authority-at 
the time of confederation and down 
through the years in the National 
Capital as in the Provinces-for their 
contribution to the birth and growth 
ol Canada. 

I can think of no more valiant and 
fitting representative of the people I 
have in mind than the late General 
Vanier. soldier, patriot and servant of 
(:anada. 

I have spoken of the great men, the 
men whose names have an honoured 
p 1acc in Canada's history, but we mu,t 
not forget that we owe as much to the 
unsung work ancl stcadfa,t lives of 
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After the sitting of Parliament, from left to right: Her Majesty the Queen; Gilles Bergeron, A,

sociate Commissioner; John Fisher, Centennial Commissioner; Prince Philip; Hon. Judy LaMarsh 

great numbers of more humble people 
-men and their families who made
the clearings and worked the lamL
and who built the roads, railways and
canals. The greatness and stability of
this country also rests on these firm
foundations. l am thinking of the eager
immigrants who came with such high
hopes and had to face the dreatl o'
cholera; of the early settiers on the
prairies struggling through the harsh
winters; of the fishermen determined
to wring a livelihood in the storm ar.d
danger of unfamiliar waters; of the
many thousands who went back in two
\\'orlcl wars because they believed so
strongly in their m,·n freedom. It i�,
the.,e, the ordinary people of Canada
,rho have given flesh and sinew to th·· 
pians of the Fathers of the Confeder
ation.

Confederation has given Canada the 
economic strength which has made it 
possible for her to help the needy 
countries in their economic develop
ment: it has made it possible for Can
;,da to provide forces to help keep the 
peace ·where it has been threatened, 
and, above all, it has given increasing 
power and authority to Canada's voice 
in world affairs . This power and 
authority derives from ,the internal na
tional unity and it can only be sustain
ed and flourish if that national unitv 
prospers. 

From the very earliest days, the 
name of Canada is associated with 
prodigious voyages; first the voyage 
of the seamen from Bristol and St. 
Malo in their tiny ships, then the ex
plorers who went by canoe up the Ot
tawa to the Great Lakes and along the 
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waterways of the Middle \Vest to th" 
Rockies and beyond. With the he/!)·· 
ning of this new centurv the w 1

1n
1 

Canadian nation embarks· on anothe·· 

great voyage. May it bring peace and 
prosperity, happiness and harmony 
and a just reward for the work and en
deavour of each one of you. 

THE JOHANNA GUDRUN SKAPTASON AND HINBORG HANSON 

1.0.D.E. MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Jon Sigurdson Chapter, LO.D. 
E., are offering two scholarships for 
students with complete Grade Xll 
standing who have been accepted as 
students in any faculty leading to a 
degree at the University of Manitoba 
or its affiliated colleges. The scholar
.,hips of $150.00 and $75.00 respective
ly are open to anyone of Icelandic 
origin and in addition to high schol
astic standing, consideration will he 
given to personal worth, good citizen
ship and leadership potential. 

\Ve would be pleased if you woulc! 
make your students aware that thc,e 
�cholarships are available. Student, 
interested shoUJld make application in 
writing and include the following in
formation: 

I. 

9 
·'·

l. 

The marks obtained 111 Grade XII 
subject5 this year. 
The Degree Course planned. 
High School activities and awards. 
if any. 
References-names of 3 citizens of 
the applicant's community, one ,, 
whom is a school principal O' 

teacher. 
. \pplications s.hould be submitted 

BEFORE OCTOBER 15th, 1967. 

Send all applications to: 
Mrs. P. H. Westdal, 
Educational Secretary, 
Jon Sigurdson Chapter I.0.D.E., 
40 Garnet Bay, 
Winnipeg 19, Manitoba. 
Telephone: GL 2-6203. 

UNIVERSITY EVENING INSTITUTE COURSES 

Courses for the adult public are of
fered by The Univer.0itv of Manitob;1 
through its Evening Institute. The 
programme includes many new course, 
as well as the perennially popular ones 
and classes •begin September 25th, 1967. 

The only requirement for enrollin� 
is your interest in the subject. There 
are no examinations and no previous 
experience or academic record is re
quired. Classes are held weekly on the 
Fort Garry Campus. 

Among the offerings this year are 
rnmses in: archaeology, art appreci
:it ion, astronomy, conservation, interior 
decoration, investments, jazz music, 
languages, law, political science, psych
ic science, reading improvement, rel
igion, satire, sociology and <writing. 

For a brochure describing all of the 
cour.,e,, write to the Evening Institute, 
The University of Manitoba, or tele
phone 474-9621. 
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JOHN W. FISHER-ee� eo,n,mi,d,� 

John W. Fisher 

The man, who. in the las'. fonr \<:ar--. 
as Canada's Centennial Commissioner, 
has travelled a distance of more than 
ten times around the world, and in the 
two months of May and June this year, 
has accepted 56 speaking engagement, 
and reluctantly had to refuse 118, took 
time off to personally write a Centen-

nal :\Ics,agc Lo this 11ia•(:11inc. He said 
t11at :o do so ll"a., a "labour of love". 

.\ l! that .John Fisher has done these 
last four years, as he toiled and :.weat
ed from early morning until late at 
nig·ht has been to him a labour of love. 
Tha, !ove is for Canada-the land in 
1d1i: h he was born. in which he ha, 
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seen so much accomplished, yet 1
1

10"" 

to be done. It is love for the people 
who were here before there wa., a Can
ada, for the people of the two foundin • 
races, for those who later came frop• 
many other lands. It is a love for a 11 

these people as they press on in the 
building of a nation, agreeing and dis
agreeing·, vet seeing in t:1e di,tant blne 
the hei,,hts to he reached or loltv na
tionhood. It is a love which has pre
served within his .,otd a smile whicli 
the g-nie1ling tasks or dutv mav han· 
removeJ from the phvsical counten
ance but could not touch ·what i, deen 
"·ithin. 

Tohn Wi0Qins Fisher. LLD.. n. 
Litt., D. l1niv., i\·as horn in Sackville 
l'\ew Brnnrn·ick, Nowmber 29. 191'. t 
He i, a '!.Taduate of Dalhousie l 'ni,·c•·· 
,itv '>chool or law and w,1;, arldrnitted 
to t1 1e Bar or :'\ova Scotia in fC):)8_ 

The peon'c of Canada rather th;11, 
la,1· inten',t(·d this voung Canadian 
:rnd he re't th;1t :1 wav oF reachincz •Jin,-

\\'as through public c ommunication, 
such a', radio ::ml telev;_-ion. h 1 ]()-!:\ he 
;,ccented thl' po,iion o! crn11"1c-Hatcv 
il·ith the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corpora:ion in Toronto ancl continued 
in tha· ,en·icc until 195(i. In the war 
l !Hli he won both the Beaver .\ ,1·ard
and the Li Fleche tropl1'.

John Fisher's role in the Centennia' 
started as far back as 19-l!l when h .. 
began promoting the idea of a centen
nial in speeches to service clubs and 
on his national radio program "John 
Fisher Reports". In 1955 he devotee' 
o:1e of his CBC broadcasts to urge that 
a year long celebration of the centen
nial of Confederation be planned for 
1967. Included in the broadcast was ;1 

recommendation that Canada shoul·' 
have a i\·orld's fair the same year. 

In 1956 John Fisher was named 

Executive Director of the Canadian 
Tourist As.50ciation. Through his 
speeches and radio and TV broadcasts, 
while in that post, he dealt with the 
potential of Canada's industry but at 
the same time continued to build the 
cen,ennial theme. Because of his 
enthu,iasrn for the planning of a I %7 
c elcbration he was ask eel in l lJ(iO to 
move to Ottawa. In ] '.)(i:\ he w:,., or
ficially appointed Commissioner or the 
Centennial Commission, a federal gov
ernment agency charged with the 
responsibility of arousing an interest 
in the proposed Centennial ce�ehratioL 
l' pon Jolin Fisher !ell the responsibi 1-
itv of planning ancl implementing pro
grams and projects re'.ating to thl' 
centennial of Confederation in orcle · 
th:t'. it he observed throughout Canada 
in a manner in keepin,g with its nation
al ancl hi.storica! siQ;nilicance. The ap
pointment included the chairmanship 
or both the Board of Directors and the 
Exen·ti\-c Committee of :he Commi,
.,1or1. 

:\Ir. Fisher has done much more than 
carrv out his ofricial duties; he h:1, 
continued a progralll he voluntarih 
took upon himseH many years ago ol 
extolling in e\·ery possih1e wav the 
\irtues and potential or Canada. 

Since hi, orlicial ;ippointmcn, :\Ir 
Fisher h:is t1 : ffcllecl from co:1.•·t to coast 
to carry out his appeal for the centen 
nial. Once a clav somewhere in Canacl:1 
w in the United States he either gives 
a maior address or opens a centennia' 
even'. such as a celebration, a parade 
a <onvention or the start of a new 

lmilcling project. In addition to the 

road engagements and official cere

monie, there are recording session., [or 

centenn'al prcmotion 0·1 radio and tele

\'ision. Proofchecks ha\·e to be made .for 

a weekly newspaper column and then 
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there a•re the multiple administrative 
duties which Mr. Fisher has to perform 
as head of the Commission. 

He has been particularly interested 
in the cuhural development of Canada 
and has •in every possible way encour
aged the Commission in its promotion 
of projects of a c u  1 t u  r a 1 nature. 
Special mention should be made of two 
of those projects. One is the exchang,� 
tour of ethnic editors to the Province 
of Quebec and French-speaking editor; 
of Quebec to Ontario and ,vestern 

Canada. The other is the launching of 
Ethnica Canadiana, a series which, it 
is hoped, will consist of books on the 
history of over twenty-five ethnic 
groups in Canada. At least half a dozen 
of the books will he ready for distri
bution and sale before Christmas this 
year. 

John Fisher is known as "�Ir. Can
ada" not only in his own country but 
far beyond its borders. The title has 
been well earned. 

W. J. Lindal

SKULi BJARNASON - - 1888-1967 

With the passing away of Skuli 
Bjarnason on June 19, 1967 in Los 
Angeles, another chapter has been 
dosed in the continuing history of 
Icelandic immigration to the western 
hemisphere. 

His death is a great loss to the Ice
landic community in the New World 
and to his friends and family. 

Skuli represented in its fullest form 
the feelings and beiiefs of the person 
who leaves his place of birth, im
migrates to another country, and can 
be true to the country of ones birth as 
well as to ones adopted country at th· 
same time. 

Skuli's name was synonymous with 
the activities of the Icelandic group 
in southern California for years. He 
was one of the main supporters of the 
Jrelandic Club of Southern California 
a:; well as any other activities that were 

aimed at umtmg the Icelandic com
munity; Skuli contributed to reinforc
ing the ties with Iceland and empha
sized the importance of the Icelandic 
heritage. 

Sku!i G. Bjarnason was born at Litla
IIrauni at Byrarba:kki on the south 
coast of Iceland on December 3, 1888. 

In 1912 Skuli came to Canada with 
his brother and was joined by his mo
ther and two sisters the following year. 
He came to \Vinnipeg from Iceland 
with his fare paid and a job waiting 
for h1m with an Icelandic baker. For 
eight years he then had his own bakery, 
called the Bjarnason Bakery until 1930 
when he came to California to work 
for the Van De Kamp Bakery. He was 
a master baker for this firm for 29 
years until his retirement in 1959. 

-Felgasbladid, Aug. '67
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The Icelandic Day Celebratioq 1967 

Greetings from the Mother of the Mountains 
by MRS. JOHN DAVID (SIGNY) EA TON 

at Gimli, Manitoba, July 31, 1967 

in the translation of J. G. Johannsson 

The Fjallkona, Mrs. Signv Eaton, and her two attendants Miss Enid Finnbogason and Miss 
Jennifei- Johnson, at the Icelandic Day Celebation at Gimli, �fan. on July 31, 1967 

1 greet vou in the word., of a lan
guage ,d1ich was first spoken here near
ly a thousand years ago. 

During the long time which has 
passed since Leifur Eiriksson fint told 
in Icelandic of what he had seen and 
experienced here in America our lan
guage has often met with difficulties 

in it, struggle for survival but ha,; 
neYcr been lost: and has gained 
�trcngth through its battle for exis
tence. The Icelandic language has 
through the centuries been one of the 
main characteristics of the Icelandic 
nation. "'ithout our language it would 
have been impossible to preserve our 
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nationality at home and without it Ice
landers would have gained little 
recocrnition in the ·world at large. The 

b 

Icelandic national character our fathers 
created as they preserved their lan
cru,wc has survived in the literature 
t"'l M 

of the nation. This literature has ,-von 
admiration for its excellence in coni 
position and a sane outlook on life in 
general. Ideals and the Arts are not 
�he property of any one nation but 
are shared by all alike. For that reason 
the culture and the literature of Ice
land are shared by all nations. For the 
same reason it is, the duty of all Ice
landers to appreciate this literary her
itage so it may continue to_ exist arnl
he an inspiration to comrng gener-
ations in new surroundings. 

Today, we sense so many reasons for 
helievi1w destinv has been kind to the 

,-, , 

sons and daughters of Iceland here in 
Americt. The appearance and deport
ment of those who arc attending todav's 

celebration show clearly that the new 
world has been kind to us. 

A little more than twenty years ago, 
Iceland became an independent Re
public and thereby the fondest dream 
of her best citizens was realized. Un
doubtedly, all her children hope that 
this state of affairs may continue: that 
the nation may be free and may be ;' 
centre of progress and culture. Never 
have the sons and daughters of Iceland 
been so closely knit as during these 
last few vears. The celebration nn
held here 'is one of the effective instru
ments in promoting this. 

Today, we have with us Iceland's 
First Citizen, the President of the Re
public of Iceland, Mr. Asgeir Asgeirs
son and today also, we celebrate the 
hundredth anniversary of Canadian 
confederation. It is my heartfelt prayer 
that Icelanders will always support 
cvcrv effort to promote peace and kind
Iv r�lations between nations for only 
i;1 that ·way will our world survive. 

Greetings • ,. • 
from VIOLET Eic\'.\RSOc\', :\fayor of Gimli at the Icelandic Day Celebration, July 31, 1967 

On behalf of the Council of the 
Town of Gimli, I extend a very warm 
·111d heartfelt o-reetincr to the F1· allkona,' 

b ,-, . 

the ;\fother of the "i\Iountains, and to
vou, the President of Iceland.
, I am o-oincr to trv to explain why I

t, b J 

was able to say this with ease and with
real pleasure.

The responsibility ·which falls upon 
me to pre.side at a luncheon in honour 
oi the head of a nation ·would ordinar
ily have caused me to tremble. I might 
h;lVe completely failed, but I feel per
f ectlY at ease. That in itself tells a story 
muci1 more meaningful than any words 
of mine. 

The difference is that I know and 
I feel that you will bear with me, 

quickly overlook any shortcomings o[ 
mine. 

This, I know, does not rest upon 
Your sense of courtesy. It rests upon 
;omething much deeper. It re.sts upon 
a hond of kith and kin, and that bond 
continue, strong, even though, in my 
case and in the case of thousands of 
other Canadians of Icelandic origin, 
the Icelandic blood has thinned. And 
I say this without disparagement of 
othe{· strains that flow through our 
veins . 

I>6tt cg .sc islenzk aoeins i aura a:tt, 
l)a J)ykir mer samt afar y,ent um is
lenzku pjM5ina og pao, sem gott er i 
islenzku fari. Um leio £inn eg pann 
hlvhucr 00" l)a strauma, sem leg-gJ· a fra 

I (J /:, '-' 
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per ti! min •Jg til allra Kanadahorgara, 
sem eru ao meira eoa minna leyti af 
islenzku bergi brotnir. Mer finnst eg 
vera ao heilsa skyhtn�rnni. Oll 
[eimni hverfur. 

Jn Icelandic I said I greet you as a 
relative. That is why I feel at ease, and 
this is as it should be. 

\\That does it mean? It means that 
you of Iceland and we of Canada of 
Icelandic descent have much in com
mon and that common bond need not 
;md i, not going to disappear. 

·we proudly admit that we draw
strength from the Icelandic heritage. 
It is our hope that we will discharge 

Toast To Canada • • • 

our duties in a way which rwill give you 
cause to be proud of us. 

On behalf of the Town of Gimli I 
welcome you. At the same time I sa; 
"komdu sa:11" to you, even in your high 
office of President of Iceland. 

:\.R. Viol�t Einarson, Mrs. Einar Einarson, 
is a daughter of ·william Herbert Bristow, 
son of Rev. ,vmiam James Bristow who was 
Chaplain of Christ Church College and Bal• 
liol College, Oxford, England, and later Vicar 
of Offenham, ,vorcestershire. ''\'hen fifteen 
vears old ,vmiam Bristow came to Canada. 
He married Gudrun Gottskaldsdottir who, in 
18i6, at the age of three, came with her par
ents to Willow Point where the first Gimli 
Icelanders landed. 

by THE HONOGRABLE ROBERT H. WINTERS, Minister of Trade and Commerce 
at the 78th Icelandic Celebration at Gimli, Manitoba, July 31st, 1967 

Robert H. Winters 

\[inistcr of Trade and Commerce 
l am highly honoured you have in

Yited me to participate in these historic 
73th Icelandic Celebrations. 

l t is a Yery special honour to have
the pri,-ilcge of presenting a toast to 
Canada in this Centennial Year, and 

in a community which represents such 
an impo1°tant element of Canada's 
heritage. 

As we celebrate our Hundredth An
niversary, Canadians must be very 
mindful of the fact that the first 1ntre
ductory pages in our history were writ
ten a millennium ago. For it is nearly 
J 000 years since your forerunners, the 
first hardy Icelanders to visit Canada, 
·rm,,ecl the uncharted ,·astness of the
.:\'orthern Atlantic to touch upon Can·
aclian shores. As a Nova Scotian, I am
proud to note that it was the rocky
shores of that Maritime province they
had the wisdom to honour with their
presence. And I am happy to say they
were reportedly pleased with what
they found in Vinland.

A mere 888 years after that first visit 
the next Icelanders came to make their 
contribution to the history of the 
fledgling Dominion of Canada. On
tario was their first .stop, but soon 
many had moved ea;t and wes,. to 
Nova Scotia and Manitoba. Finally, 
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in October of 1875, a band of some 
235 Icelandic Canadians made their 
first home here in Gimli. The Great 
Hall of Heaven, these new Canadians 
called their home, a heaven set aside 
for the spirits of those creative men 
and women blessed by the gods with 
rare and special talents. 

Today, this community, and others 
like it, present Canadians with a force
ful reminder of the diversity of our 
heritage, and of the close ties that bind 
us to the lands of our forefathers. 
More than 30,000 Canadians proudly 
claim Iceland as the country of their 
origin. In fact, Iceland's proportionate 
contribution of her people to Canada 
has been greater than that of any other 
country. Every second Icelandic Can
adian lives in Manitoba, but Icelandic 
Canadians are represented in every 
other province of Canada as well. 
Their presence, your presence, has con
tributed another important strand to 
the warp and weave of Canada's cul
ture and history. 

The distinguished President of Ice
land, His Excellency Asgeir Asgeirs
son, our guest of honour here today, 
aptly remarked, on his earlier visit to 
Canada in 1961: "The bonds between 
us are growing ever stronger." 

The visit of Your Excellency, in it
self, is an indication of the strengthen
ing of these ties. As our Prime l\Iinister, 
\Ir. Pearson, said upon ,welcoming you 
to Canada three weeks ago: "Canadians 
look upon you, Sir, not merely as a 
distinguished visitor from a friendly 
country, which of course you are, but 
as representing a sig·nificant and mean
ingful link with a heritage of which 
all Canadians are proud." 

As Minister of Trade and Com
merce, I am also keenly aware of a 
&trengthening of trading relations be
tween our two countries. On President 
Asgeirsson's last visit to Canada, in 

1%1, just over $200 thousand-worth of 
Canadian goods found a market in Ice
land, and our total trade, both ways, 
amounted to less than $1 million a 
year. Today, we export more than 30 
times as much to your country, Sir. 
And over the past three years our total 
trade with Iceland has amounted to 
more than $28 million. 

But my role here today does not call 
upon me ,to extol the virtues of Ice
land, or the vital, and growling, impor
tance of our commercial relations. I 
would like the privilege of doing so 
but others will do it better. It is my 
pleasure to choose Canada as my 
theme, in offering a toast to the coun
try which has become the homeland 
for more than 20 million people of 
many races and nationalities and 
creeds, uni:ted to weld out of their vari
egated cultures and experiences a 
brave new nation in northern North 
America. 

If I may again refer to His Excel
lency, President Asgeirsson's remarks 
on his last visiit: "There is a need for 
unity in a world where there is so much 
disunity." 

But the true greatness of this nation
al effort stems from the fact that here 
in Canada, unlike almost every other 
nation of the world, we Canadians 
have made diversity the cornerstone 
of our national life, rather than simple 
unity. Unity in diversity has been our 
creed, not unity for its own sake. \Ve 
Canadians have placed a high premium 
on the integrity and uniqueness of the 
many cultures that compose our soci
ety. l\fany of us-44 of every 100 Can
adians-can trace our origins back to 
the British Isles, and these Canadians 
lnve prnvided many essential ingredi
ents of the Canadian nationality. 
Nearlv as many of us, a third of all 
Canadians, are of French origin, and 
here too, we have sought to utilize the 
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best this part of our heritage can give 
us. And more than one in every four 
of us has brought to Canada the gifts 
of other nations of the world-African, 
Asian, Australian, European, North 
Amenican and South American. From 
all these countries have come men and 
women seeking a new life in a new 
land, but bringing with them the rich
est elements of their life in the old 
country. 

These are not empty phrases, these 
are not cliches to those of us here to-

day, brought up in communities in 

which neither English nor French

Canadians predominate. As Gimli has 

so much Icelandic flavor, so my own 

community of Lunenburg, Nova Scotia, 

is uniquely German in character. As 

the name implies, many Lunenburgers, 

myself included, trace their ancestry 

to Germany. 

Raised in that community, no one 

could harbour the illusion that Can

ada belonged to two peoples alone. 

But diversity-and often adversity

were the keynotes of our lives, but we 

were always fiercely proud to be Can

adians. 

And so i1t must continue to be with 
Canada. Recognition must be paid the 
greater quantitative contribution of 
the two nations which have provided 
the majority of our people. But there 
mw,t be no questioning the qualitative 
equality of all people and cultures in 
our Canadian heritage. And there must 
be no suggestion that in a simplistic 
search for unity we will settle for a ,t,wo
tone gown rather than a "coait of many 
colours." 

Our strength, and the richness of our 
lives, depends upon a continuation of 

the cultivation of every source of 

knowledge and beauty and tradition 

we have a right to claim as Canada's. 

Our counitry was named after a river, 

the River of Canada, as Jacques Cartier 

called the St. Lawrence. At its greate,t, 

as it flows into the Gulf, the river is 

one river, a very great and powerful 

river. But its greatness and iits strength 

come from many sources. And the unity 

of its final glory does not obscure for us 

its origins in many different tributaries 

and many different highlands spread 

throughout the continent. 
And so with Canada, the oneness of 

our ultimate purpose, the essential 
unity of our national goals, must never 
overshadow the diversity of our ethnic 
origins and cultural contributions. Can
ada is a river that springs from many 
wellcs. Her greatest beauty and her 
finest grandeur find their reason and 
their strength in this ultimate fact of 
a nation premised upon the uniqueness 
of the individual and the importance 
of our differences. 

I,t is often worthy of contemplation 

that peoples unable to get along with 

their neighbours in other countries of 

the world, do when coming to Canada 

live together happily in an environ

ment iwhere equality of opportunity 

makes us all the same kind of Can

adians. We sometimes do find differ

ences amongst ourselves but our real 

unity rushes to the fore and we stand 

together ,when we are subjected to out

,ide influences, as we have had oc

casions to experience from time to 
time. 

To this great country, this greater 

country to be, may I now, with you, 

offer a heartfelt toast. 
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THE ICELANDIC DAV CELEBRATION AND THE 

VISIT OF THE PRESIDENT OF ICELAND 

The seventy-eighth Icelandic Cele
bration-Islendingadagurinn- July 30-
31 was a Centennial version of the 
event. In honor of the occasion, the 
toast to Canada was delivered by Hon. 
Robert ·winters, Minister of Trade and 
Commerce, and the toast to Iceland by 
His Excellency Asgeir Asgeirsson, Pres
ident of Iceland, and the Fjallkona -was 
l\Irs. Signy Eaton. 

The accounts of the Celebration and 
the President's visit to Manitoba are 
so inextricably interwoven that our 
narrative begins with the arrival of the 
President at the \Vinnipeg airport on 
Friday evening, July 28. "The strain 
of the Icelandic National anthem 
wafted across the tarmac and tihe how
itzers cracked out a 21-gun salute as 
Asgeir Asgeirsson, president of Iceland, 
arJ.lived in ·winnipeg, Friday", reported 
one of the \\Tinnipeg dailies. 

Other members of -the presidential 
party included Hon. Emil Jonsson, 
Iceland's l\Iinister of Foreign Affairs, 
and l\Irs. J 6nsson; His Excellency Petur 
J. Thorsteinsson, Iceland's ambassador
to the United States and Canada; Hon.
Vilhjalmur Thor, Iceland's represent
ative to the International Bank for Re
cons:ruction, and \!rs. Thor; l\Ir.
Thorleifur Thorlaciw;, Secretary to
the President, and l\Irs. Thorlacius:
His Excellency .J. P. Sigvaldason, Can
ctdian Ambassador to Norway and Ice
land, and l\Irs. Sigvaldason, and Elin
Palmad6ttir, Deputy Commissioner
General of the Icelandic Pavilion at
Expo.

During his stay in Winnipeg, the 
President was the guest of Lieutenant-

Governor Richard S. Bowle.s and Mrs. 
Bowles at Government House. 

The first round of events in the city 
included the placing of a wreath by 
the President at the statue of J6n Sig
urdsson, on the Legislative Building 
grounds, and a state dinner at Govern
ment House. On Saturday there was a 
luncheon at the University of ]\fani
toba and, immediately following, the 
President formally opened the 800-
volume Guttornrnr J. Guttormsson 
section of the Icelandic library at the 
University, with Dr. Hugh Sa:under
son, President of the Universit,. 
presiding. 

From the Uni,ersity the pre�idential 
party proceeded to view \\Tinni-J�eg',; 
new and magnificent Pan-A.mencan 
swimming pool. 

Saturday evening l\Ianitoba Free 
l\Iasons of Icelandic origin sponsored 
a banquet at the Fort Garry Hotel in 
honor of the President, with some 150 
present. J. F. Kristjansson was chair
man. L. E. Ostrander, Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodge of l\Ianiitoba, present
ed the President with a copy of "Free 
l\Iasonrv in Manitoba 1864-1925", by 
Willian; Doug-las, former Grand Lodg-e 
historian. ,\t the request of the Pres
ident, Hon. Viihj,\.lmur Thor respond
ed, giving an inspiring and memorable 
addre,s. 

On Sunday, July 30, the President 
and his party were guests at a luncheon 
at Betel II, at Selk:irk. Thence they 
proceeded to the Canadian Forces Base 
at Gimli, where the President was 
greeted by Group Captain Michael 
Dooher. Base Commander: Mayor Vi-
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olet Einarson of Gimli, Eric Stefanson. 
M.P., chairman of the Icelandic Cele
bration Committee, and ouher Com
mittee members, and the Gimli town
councillors.

Immediately following-, the President 
took part in an unveiling- ceremony at 
the white rock at \\Tillo-w Point in its 
new setting- on a base-the rock that 
traditionally marks the landing place 
of the pioneers of 1875 on their arrival 
in New Iceland. 

A helicopter tour over New Iceland, 
north to Hecla Island, the unveiling 
of a Viking statue near the Betel Home. 
and a visit to Betel rounded out the 
public formalities of the day. The im
posing- l 5-foot statue of the Viking 
stepping ashore is the Centennial pro
ject of the Gimli Chamber of Com
merce. It was designed by Gissur Elia,
son, of the University of :\Ianitoba, 
and made by George Barone, an Italian 
Canadian sculptor, and is of fibregla,s, 
a material considered ideal for the 
Canadian clim,1te. 

The plea,urable Hootenanny pro
gram of the Riverton orchestra under 
the direction of Solly Sigurdson in the 
Park Sunday evening attracted a large 
a.uclience. 

On :\Ionday morning-. in brilliau '. 
sunshine, Ginili wa., en fete. The most 
elaborate and impressive Ice:;-indic Day 
parade in memory marked the be0_in
ning of the festivities of the clay. Fir<;t 
prize for the floats went to the attrac
tive floral floa, of the Transcona _l;l\
cees. 

The parade halted while the Fja11-
kona and the President each placed a 
wreath at the Pioneer \Iemorial Cairn. 

At noon the President was honored 
at a luncheon tendered by ohe Gimli 
Council in the lower auditorium of the 
Lutheran Church. 

The park was filled to overflowing 

as the Fjallkona and her attendant,, 
:\Iiss Enid Finnbogason and l\Iiss Jen
nifer Johnson, the President, and 
other dignitaries took their place on 
the new Starlite stage, which is a break 
with ,the former open setting of many 
years past. Chairman was Eric Stefan
son, M.P. 

The traditional Fjallkona address, in 
the form of greetings from Mother Ice
land to her children in America wa, 
delivered by Mrs. Signy Eaton. Greet
ings were extended from the town o\ 
Gimli, delivered by Mrs. Violet Einar
son, Mayor of Gimli; from the 
Province of :\Ianitoba, delivered by 
Honourable George Johnson, Minister 
of Education in the :\[anito:ba Govern
ment. The afternoon program included 
the Children's Choir of Gimli, directed 
by :\Irs. Shirley Johnson: Icelandic rolk 
dances by young girls in costume. 
under the direction of :\Ieros Leckmv: 
the Scandinavian Choir, tmt!er the 
direction of Arthur ,\nclerson and J. 0. 
.\nderrnn, with Gunnar Erlends,on a: 
the piano; a solo by :\[rs. Heather lre
lancl, "Sandy Bar", with :\Iiss Sno:auy, 
Sigurdson at the piano: a l\fixed Choir 
under the direction of .\fi.s Snjo1aug 
Sigurdson, with .\[rs. Sigrid .\fcKee at 
the piano, and the two toast, of the 
af'.ernoon, the toast to Canada, hy Hon. 
Robert \\'inters, and the toast to Ice
land, by His Excellency Asgeir A,geirs
son. President of Iceland. 

The Fjallkona address and the two 
toasts were collectively noted for histor
ical perspective appropriate to a Cen
tennial Celebration. The Fjallkona arl
clre.'s and that of the President appear 
elsewhere in this number of the mag
azine. 

An important feature of the day's 
program was an excellent Icelandic 
Canadian display of articles of histor
ical irnterest, handicrafts, and painting,. 
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under the direction of Mrs. Lilian 
Page, of ·winnipeg. Contributions to 
the display came from many Icelandic 
communities in Manitoba, including 
Winnipeg, Gimli, Ames, Arborg, Riv
erton, Lundar, Ashern and the Argyle 
district. 

The all-day sports were a succes· 
although none of the participants did 
equal the exploits of the Saga hero 
Gunnar from Hli<'5arentli, who from a 
standing position could leap his own 
height. 

The ever popular community sing 
ing in the evening was under the direc
tion of Gus Kris�janson. with \Irs. 
Jona Kristjanson at the piano. 

The winner of the beauty contest in 
the evening, "·ith representatives from 
Winnipeg, Ginili, Selkirk, Arborg. 
Lundar, Oak Point, and \fonlen tak• 
ing part, was \Ii-'s SaLy ,\nne GiJis, 
of \Jorden. 

-1,he concluding event of the Pres
ident's visit to \Ianitoba was a dinne,· 
tendered in his honor by the Icelandic 
Community, at the \Vinter Club, in 
\Vinni:peg, on A.ugust I. Chairman was 
the Honorary Consul-General of Ice
lancl, Grettir J ohannson. lJ pwards of 
'.!50 were present. Hon. George John
son, on behalf of the Government of 
\ [ anitoba, presented the guest of honor 
with a miniature Red River cart as a 
parting memento. On behalf of the 
Icelandic Community in general, Dr. 
P. H. T. Thorlakson presented a mini
ature copy of the bronze plaque "A 
Chapter in Canadian History", which 

has been presented to the Government 
and to the people of Canada as a Cen
tennial Gift from Canadians of Ice
landic descent. Musical items on the 
program were a vocal solo by Mrs. Eve 
Allen, 1967 Rose Bowl winner in the 
\famtoba J\Iusic Festival, accompanied 
by Miss Snjolaug Sigurdson, and a 
piano solo ,by :Miss Snjolaug Sigurdson. 

The following morning the Presiden� 
and his party commenced their return 
journey. 

The impression malle by the Pres
ident during his entire visit was one of 
quiet dignity combined with courtesy 
and kindliness. This is well conveyed 
in the Lake Centre News. 

"The popular and friendly President 
o[ Iceland, Asgeir Asgeirsson, who had 
made many friends locally on his first 
visit in 1961, renewed a(iuaintances 
and made many more in a busy 1veek
encl filled with events and receptions 
in his honour. He did not spare him
self in mingling with the people both 
at the two Betel Homes at Selkirk and 
Gimli and among the crowds at the 
Gimli Park. \Vhen the afternoon pro
gram \Ionday was completed and Dr. 
Asgeirsson was leaving, he kept his 
drivers waiting for almost an hour 
while he chatted with the people who 
crowded around him, and signed auto
graphs for them." 

The Centennial version of the lce
lamhc Celebration with the visit of the 
President wa.� a memorable event. 

W. Kristjanson
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Paul Sigurdson's Centennial Prodution, 

the historical play La Ve rend rye receives 

acclaim 

LA VERENDRYE, a four-act historical 
play written, directed, and produced 
at Morden, Manitoba, by Paul A. Sig
urdson was staged at "'.\-Iorden on Aug
ust 10, 11, 12, 14 and 15. Paul Sigurd
�on is a l\Ionlen Collegiate teacher 
and twenty students made up the main 
(ast and the extras, including voyageurs 
and Me.tis. The Times of Morden 
reports that the play was a "s,rnash hit". 

The following excerpts from The 
Times describe the play and give an ac
count of the author. 

The Play 

Paul Sigunlson's "La Verendrye" is 
a towering model, as fresh and invig
orating, and as poignant as the beaut
iful Pembina Hills that provide the 
background. His characters breathe 
and walk and even the elusive forest 
that hide., the secrets of the future 
takes on life and personality. This 
story of La Verenclrye's search for the 
\Ve,:ern Sea is, by turns, heartbreak
ing in its frustrations and tragedies, 
but it also has depth in i,ts >triumphs. 
Best of all, the story rings true. 

A Tribute to the Indians 

In this play, the Indi,ans are portray
ed as intelligent beings who have suc
cessfully adapted their way of life to 
the prames, following the buffalo 
herds, living 0££ the land, and devel
oping a culture of their own whioh is 
in every respect as irnteresting as that 
of the European. 

If they were ruthless and .'iometime3 
cruel to those hostile to them, they too 
had to be in order to survive. 

If they were suspicious of the white 
man, they had good reason. The play 
shows Schwartz, the arrogant, avar
icious and bigoted trader as the very 
essence of all white attitudes which no 
man of spirit could ever accept a.s a 
brother, no matter what his race. He is 
a despicable character who symbolizes 
all the errors white men have ever 
made in their exploitaJtion of any coun
try. 

A Love Story 

"La Verendrye" is also a poignant 
�tory of the young Cree princess, Little 
Feather, the chief's daugihter, who be
comes innocently involved in events 
over which she had no control. She is 
offered to La Verendrye as a bride, as 
a token of the bond between the 
French and the Cree. She is coveted by 
the medicine man who feels he has a 
right to marry the daughter of a chief, 
and is far seeing enough to he suspici
ous of the white itrader. She loves La 
Verendrye's oldest son and second in 

command, Jean Baptiste, and disobeys 

her father to be wiith him. Her devotion 

for Jean Baptiste is as unswerving as 

thait of any faithful sweetheart of folk 

tale or song. Her story is told with 

paohos and humor in ohis historical 

play of romance and adventure in a 

local setting. 
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About the Author 

Paul Sigurdson is a well known 
Morden resident. He has lived in th;. 
area all his life, except for his univer
sity sojourn and one year, which he 
spent in Iceland, tutoring English. 

;\fr. Sigurdson has always been inter
ested in drama, and is one of the 
originators of ithe Morden Little The
a<tre Group. He has acted in plays since 
his "Christmas Concert" debut in a 
country school house, and, of later 
years, has proved to be Morden's fore
most director. 

Having always written, Mr. Sigurd
son has scores of poems to his credit, 
skits of various kinds, between 40 and 
50 short stories, a dozen one-act plays. 
One of 
and six full three-act plays. One of the 
best known of Mr. Sigurclson's va11iecl 
works is the operetta, "Innocento", 
produced in Morden last year. Also. 
several of his one-act plays have been 
produced locally, as well as one three
act play, "The \Volseley Elm". 

"La Verendrye" is ;\fr. Sigurdson 's 

most ambitious project to date. In four 
acts, 27 scenes, 20 speaking parts, and 
numerous 'extra's', "La Verendrye" 
should prove a Morden "Spectacular". 

Mr. Sigurdson is married and has 
fiye children. 

In a letter to The Times Josephine 
G. :'lfcCrea, public relations officer of

the Manitoba Centennial Commission,
commends the production highly.

"Please congratulate the cast, the 
conunittee and Mr. Sigurdson, on be
half of the :Manitoba Centennial 
Corporation, for a splendid produc
tion. The script is excellent, the light
ing professional, and the actors surpris
ingly adept. We cer.tainly wish them 
full houses for the remainder of their 
run. Hut far more important than that. 
I think, is the fact that smaller com
munities, without the resources of large 
centres, have the imagination and vi
sion to present this type of historic 
play, tied to the history of their own 
communities. The out-door setting wa� 
marvelous." 

-W. K.

The Canada-Iceland Foundation and The Icelandic 

Canadian Club Scholarships 

The Canada-Iceland Foundation ancl 
The Icelandic Canadian Club are of
fering scholarship., of from $100.00 to 
$200.00 for the 1967-68 academic term 
to students showing an interest in Ice
landic language and literature who 
have completed Gr. XII in one of the 
high schools of '.\Ianitoba, and who 
plan to attend the University of Mani
toba or one of its affiliated colleges. 

Qualifit a.:ions will be based primar
ily on the results of the Department 
Examinations; but consideration will 
also be gi,en to qualities of leadership, 

and to need for financial assistance. 
Candidates are hereby invited to 

send their applications to the under
signed before Oct. 15, 1967, together 
with a statement of examination re
sults and testimonials from two le,aders 
in the community. 

People who read thi� announcement 
are asked to bring it to the attenti011 
of any worthy candidate. 

W. J. Linda}, 
Icel. Scholarship Com. Sec., 
788 Wol.�eley Avenue, 
Winnipeg 10, Manitoba. 
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HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF 

He emerged from the rubble and saw, 
\'\Tith eyes of a beast at bay, 
Everything ravaged and raw 
Save himself and his wife, and they 
Had been spared from the hydrogen blast 
By chance, being far underground, 
While neighbors and kin and the rest 
One and all were eternity-bound. 

His world was devoid of life, 
Consumed when the sky fell in. 
Thus ended the world-wide strife, 
Thus ended folly and sin. 

He stared unbelieving at what 
Now presented itself :to his view, 
And silently asked: \Vhat their lot
What would they, what could they do? 

But Nature now put in her bill 
\Vith demands both familiar and stern; 
If results are both fright'ning and ill, 
They're &omething from which you must learn. 

Your need at the moment is food, 
To sustain you for problems ahead. 
If your Eden is now less than good, 
YOU are still not entirely dead. 

This Adam then called to his Eve: 
"ls there anything ready to eat?" 
She :then went off to retrieve 
The fruit so sustaining and sweet. 

Returning with apple in hand 
She held it out to her man, 
Who, horrified, made the demand: 
"Let's not start THAT again." 

-Bogi Rjarnason

27 
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Lake Winnipeg Boats 

by Kristjana Magnusson 

Lake ·winnipeg is one of the world's 
great fresh-water lakes. It can bring 
pleasure and joy to those who travel its 
waters shimmering with golden flecks 
of spray and dancing whitecaps. At 
other times i-t can be an insidious foe, 
ready to engulf in its cold, grey, tur
Lulent waves, both vessels and men 
·who ply its uncertain waters.

Lake Winnipeg has long served as an
important travel route. Along its water
routes the Hudson's Bay Company furs
were shipped. Along its routes also
travelled the Selkirk Settlers in their
journey from York Factory to the Red
River. ,1/hen the Icelandic settlers first
came to Gimli the Hudson's Bay Com
pany steamer, the Colville, was ,plying
the water routes of Lake \1/innipeg. To
the early settlers, ,in their first pain
ful struggle for survival in a new land,
the sight of water and a large steamer
brought new hope. These sea-faring
men of Viking stock may well have en·
visioned a fleet of ships sailing this in
land sea, in quest of fish.

The £irst boats used by the early 
settlers were the flat-bottomed York 
boats. The Victoria was the first large 
boat owned by Icelandic settlers, Fred
erickson and Jonasson, ·who purchased 
her ·in 1878. Her captain was Sigtryggur 
Jonasson, who later built several boats, 
among them the 35 ton barge Laura, 
and the 50 ton barge Sophia. These 
were used for transporting groceries, 
cordwood and lumber to and from the 
large sawmill located at Riverton. A 
la1;ger boat, a sidewheeler named the 
Aurora, was also built by Jonasson and 

later enlarged, and had a motor install
ed. 

The Hanneson Bros., Hannes and 
Johannes of Gimli built a steamer in 
1890 called the Ospray. 

In 1897 the brothers, Stefan and Jo
hannes Sigurdson of B r e  i d u v i k 
(Hnausa) ,built the 155 ton boat Lady 
of the Lake. This was the largest boat 
built by early Icelandic settlers. The 
Lady of the Lake plied the waters of 
Lake \V1innipeg for many years, as a 
freight and passenger boat. 

At the turn of the century, the City 
of Selkirk was a large freight and pa.�
senger boat. This boat was a colorfu 1 
sight with its upper and lower decks, 
and twin flags floating in the breeze, 
as it carried its load of passengers along 
the river and up the lake. 

The ,iV. J. Guest was a popular tu� 
in the early years. Another boat of 
that era was the Chieftain, which w is 
used for hauling fish and towing sail
boats. 

The history of the steamboats has 
not been without tragedy. In 1890, the 
steamer Keewatin foundered on Lake 
\\liinnipeg, and two mounties were 
drowned. 

The Princess had a colorful history, 
but she too, ended tragically. A side
wheeler, ·with 26 staterooms, she was 
considered one of the finest boats in 
;\Ianitoba in the late 1800's. In 188.1'> 
the Princess had brought home troops 
from the Riel Rebellion to Selkirk. 
There was much rejoicing in the town 
of Selkirk as the Winnipeg and Eastern 
Regiments marched down Main Street. 
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The Princess was later converted to a

twin-screw vessel and was used on the

lake for freight and passengers. Tra

gedy struck the Princess on _Aug. 6th,

1906, when she sank off Swam PY Is

iand, during a terrible storm in which

the waves reached a height of 25 feet.

Six lives were lost, including the Cap·

tain, John Hawes, who would not

abandon his passengers. The survivors

managed to make their way in the only

lifeboat, to the island 12 mile.s distant.

Here they were rescued by the boat.

City of Selkirk, which was south bound.

The Premier, which was built at

Selkirk in 1896, was considered the

fastest boat on the lake. Two years to

the day after the sinking of the

Princess, the Premier burned at her

berth at \Varren's Landing. Her pas

sengers and most of her crew were

asleep when the fire broke out. Eight

lives ·were lost in this tragic fire. 
Another tragedy involved the Glen 

Devon, owned by Manitoba Fish Com
pany. She ·was plying the northern wa
ters and had tied up at Little Saskatche
wan on the evening of August 7th, 
1891. The boat had taken a loaded 
barge in tow at Black Island. All seem-

eel quiet and serene as the crew had

gone to bed. At 1 :00 a.m. the captain

and his first engineer were awakened 

by smoke. They quickly aroused the

crew, but a fireman, Charles Mathews.

who rushed below deck to pick up hi.5

belongings, was trapped by fire and

smoke. The crew cut the boat adrift

and set her in midstream but the vessel

burned down. With the exception of

the fireman who was trapped below,

all were a:ble to reach safety. 

In the fishing stations the flat bot·

tomed boats and sailboat.s were used.

It was oftimes a picturesque sight to

see the various sailboats cruising

around in the northern stations in

quest of fish. These sailboats were later

converted and engines were installed.

The wooden hulls have been replaced

more and more by steel hulls. 

From the early days there have been

a areat number of freight boats and
b 

many of these have given long years

of service to their owners. The vV. S.

Newton started off as a freighter to

San Antonio Gold Mines but later be

came a fish freighter. 
The Luberg, owned by Manitoba 

Fish was another fish freighter with 
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years of service. The Sigmund, owned 
by Steini Sigmundson of Hnausa, haul
ed fish freight for a number of years, 
as did the Bjornson H. and Bjornson 
B, owned by Bjornson Bros. of River
ton. 

The Buck was a familiar sight 
around the area, as she towed logs up 
the Icelandic River to the sawmill at 
Riverton. She was la:ter rebuilt, and 
enlarged for use as a fish freighter for 
Booth Fisheries. 

The Betty Lou, owned by :\fagnus
son Bros. of Hnausa, was a familiar 
sight a:t the Hnausa Pier as she picked 
up passengers and freight for northern 
stations. The Luana, another freighter, 
was owned by Kris Tomasson of Hecla 
and gave many years of service. The 
Douglas 1\1, freighter owned by Nor
thern Lake.5 Fisheries, had originally 
had its hull shipped by rail to Selkirk. 
There the houses had been built on it 
for use as a freighter. 
,\nother lake tragedy, the most recent 

one, invoJ-ved the Suzanne-E, a freigh
ter owned by Booth Fisheries. In the 
fall of 1965, the Suzanne-E capsized and 
,ank, two miles north of Grindstone. 
as she was travelling· north. on course, 
in a blincling snowstorm. :'.':ine cre11· 
rnem bers and one passenger i\·ere on 
board "·hen the tragedy occurred. One 
crew member, Clifford Everett of 
Berens River, survived after ;1 g,ue'
ling night, clinging to a floating por
tion of the pilot house. fighting th•. 
,.wirling waters and the freezing 
temperatures. Two fellow crew mem
bers, who also dung to the floating 
debri.s, succumbed to the cold and 
exposure before reaching shore. The 
remaining crew members and passen
gers 1rent dmn1 with the boat, ·which 
was believed to h:n·e gune clown within 
minutes. 

The Goldfield, owned by Armstrong 
Gimli Fisheries, now owned by H. C. 

Packers, has a long record of service 
on the lake. Originally it was called 
the Frank Burton, then renamed the 
Minerva, when it was used out of 
:\Ianigotogan. It was once again re
chistenecl, when it was purchased for 
fish freighting and named the Gold
field. It is a familiar sight at the Ginili 
Pier and at various stations on the 
lake. 

The Lady Canadian is another large 
boat in use today as a freighter. The 
Lady Canadian is owned by Canadian 
Fish Producers. 

The Keystone, o,vned by Keystone 
Fisheries, has an all steel hull, which 
is becoming increasingly popular in 
frei,�hters. This boat was -built by Chris 
Thorsteinson of Riverton, who has a 
large boat yard, and has built boat, 
and ships for use in various parts of 
Canada. The Red Diamond, owned by 
Booth Fisheries, is another freighter of 
steel comtruction, in use today. 

The J. R. Spear, owned by Sigurdson 
Fisheries of Riverton has had a long 
history of service. It was built in I 909 
at \\'estbourne, :\Ian., by the :\Ianitoba 
Gypsum Co. \Vith the coming of the 
r:iilroad, it was no longer of use in that 
area, so it was brought down the 
Dauphin River on a barge to Selkirk. 
This trip took two years. The J. R. 
Spear-; 1\·as built for use as a fish 
freighter, and has been in use ever 
,ince on Lake \Vinnipeg. 

One of the largest vessels in use on 
the lake now is the Bradbury, the Fed
eral Government Department of Trans
port boat. This vessel is of steel con
struction, and has the task of patrolling 
the lake, checking channels, light
houses, and buoys. Her task is also to 
tow barges of supplies to the various 
parts of the lake 11·here dredges arc in 
operation. 

:','.o mention ol boats on Lake \\'in· 
nipcg is complete without mention of 
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The Keenora 

the Keenora, the old queen of Lake 
\Vinnipeg, who has now gone into re
tirement. The Keenora was for many 
vears. a familiar and welcome sight for 
the people living up and clown the 
,hores of Lake ·winnipeg. She was the 
only passenger-service boat on th_e
lake. and therefore was the embodi
ment of hope, and service to all the set
tlers in the northern encl of the lake. 
Her regular weekly runs from Selkirk 
to Xorway House during the summer 
months proved to be a happy inter
lude for many a traveller. This cruise 
took the holidayers along the bays and 
inlets of Lake Winnipeg, the idyllic 
island setting around Berens River. 
:rnd northward, over a wide expanse 
of water, to \Varrens Landing. From 
\\'arrens Landing, a smaller boat, the 
;\LS. Chickama, transported the pas· 
sengers over the shallower waters of 
the :'.':elson River to historic Norwav 
House. For the traveller, the slow roll 
of the boat and the soft swish of the 
waves were conducive to sleep and 
utter relaxation. The pin points of 
light,, along the settled shores of the 

lake, gave an added illusion of adven
ture. \Vherever she docked, the Keen
ora's arrival was eagerly awaited. To 
the oldsters, who lined the clocks to 
await her arrival, she was a strong link 
with the past and with old friends. 
To the young people she was a white 
messenger beckoning them onward to 
greener pastures over the horizon; to 
the children she was a never-never land 
of adventure, with her treasure house 
of cancly bars, pop and ice cream. 

After the fall of 1965 the Keenora 
11·as 1:0 longer considered seaworthy 
-to carry passengers unless extensive
repairs would be carried out. The pro
hibitiYelv high cost of rebuilding the
\·es,el to Federa I Government regula
tions made it unfeasible to operate the
Keenora any longer. To the Northern
settlers, along Lake \Vinnipeg, who
depended on the Keenora for passenger
service this loss is deeply felt. To the
manv ho1idayers, ·who en joyed travel·
lino · on this old queen of Lake \:Vin-

n . 

n i peg, there is a sense of lost nostalgia
for the davs when the Keenora cruised
her way i1�to the heart of the �orth.
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Fellowship and Scholarship Winners 

and Graduates 

FELLOWSHIPS: 

The Rhodes Scholarship 

MAGNUSSON, Warren. 

Parents: Group Captain and Mrs. N. 
L. Magnusson, Ottawa, Ontario.

Thorsteinn J. Gislason Memorial 

Scholarship 

EINARSSON, David Wayne. 
Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Ingi and Runa 
Einarsson, Gimli, Manitoba. 

PRIZES: 

Manitoba Association of Social 

Worker's Award (for highest standing 
in Social Welfare Services II) 

JOHANNSON, Joan Isabell, 
Parents: Mr. and Mrs. John Wm. 
Parker, \Vinnipeg, Manitoba. 

GRADUATES 1967 

BORGFORD, Karen Thora. 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Skapti J. Borg
ford, 1292 Valour Rd., Winnipeg. 

FJELDSTED, Donald Sigurdur. 

Parents: Dr. and Mrs. F. Fjeldsted. 
1530 Victoria Ave., Brandon, Man. 

FREDERICKSON, Kenneth Brock. 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Marino and 
:Margret Frederickson, Winnipeg, 

(Frederickson Nursing Home). 

JONASSON, Iona Ruth. (as at Oct. 18. 
1966) 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Jonas and 

Evelyn Jonasson, \Vinnipeg, Man. 

OLESON, Brian Thomas. 

Parents: l\fr. and Mrs. Kari Oleson. 
Box 197, Riverton, Manitoba. 

OLESEN, Dennis Sigurbjorn. 

Parents: l\fr. and Mrs. Kari Olesen. 
Box 197, Riverton, Manitoba. 

BACHELOR OF ARCHITECTURE PETERSON, Robert Sigurdur. 

THORKELSSON, Gordon Barrie. 
Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Sigurdur and 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Paul Thor
Gudlaug Peterson, Gimli, Man. 

kelsson, II 12 Wolesley Ave, Win- SIGURDSON, John Randolph.

nipeg IO, :Manitoba. 

BACHELOR OF AR TS 
(General Course) 

ASGEIRSON, l\larilyn. 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. George and 

Ellen Asgeirson, 1125 Downing St .. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Arnthor and 
Magnea Sigurdson, Arborg, Man. 

SOLl\IUNDSON, Herbert Gunnar. 
Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Einar Sol
mundson, Hecla, l\lanitoba. 

VOPNI, Wilbert Terrence. 
Parents: Mr. and l\Irs. August and 
l\Iyrtle Vopni, Winnipeg, Man. 
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BACHELOR OF ARTS (Honors) 

MAGNUSSON, Warren Elmer Norris. 
(First Class Honors). 

Parents: Group Captain and Mrs. N. 
L. Magnusson, Ottawa, Ont.

BACHELOR OF EDUCATION 

HALLDORSON, Kenneth, B.A. (as at 
Oct. 18, 1966). 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. HaHdor and 
Sylvia Halldorson, Hecla, Man. 

JOHANNSON, Thorkell Wallace, B.A. · 
( as at Oct. 1966). 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Thorkell and 
Gudrun Johannson, Arborg, Man. 

SIGFUSSON, Eugene Alfred, B.A. (as 
at Oct. 18, 1966). 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Sam Sigfusson, 
4321 \Vynyard, Saskatchewan. 

SOL'\1UNDSON, Stefan Vern Julius, 
B.A. (as at Oct. 18, 1966). 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Franz Julius 
So1mundson, Charleswood, Man. 

-1 A. YLOR, W1inston Byron, B.A. (as at
Aug. 19, 1963). 

Parents: l\fr. and Mrs. Frank Taylor, 
Clarkleig:h, Man. Grandparents: The 
late Mr. and Mrs. Stefan Byron, 
Ve,tfold, Manitoba. 

\'ALGARDSON, William Dempsey, 
B.A. (as at Oct. 18, 1966). 

Parents: Mr. and l\frs. Dempsey Val
gar<lson, Gimli, Manitoba. 

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS 

JOHANNSON, Ingibjorg Karen. 
Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Skuli and 
Erika Johannson, v\Tinnipeg, Man. 

BACHELOR OF HOME 
ECONOMICS 

EINARSON, Judith Anne. 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Palmi Einar

son, Gimli, Manitoba. 

BACHELOR OF INTERIOR 

DESIGN 

SA:\ISON, l\fargret. 
Parents: Mr. and l\frs. John and 
Audrey Samson, 1023 Dominion St., 

Winniipeg IO, Manitoba. 

At present Miss Samson is heading a 
design department with a Montreal 
Industrial designer. l\Iiss Samson's 
name was inadvertently omitted from 
the 1966 list of University of Manitoba 
graduates. 

BACHELOR OF LAWS (Honors) 

(Four year program) 

SAMSON, Jon Timothy, B.A. 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. John and 
Audrey Samson, 1023 Dominion St., 
Winnipeg IO, Man. 

BACHELOR OF PEDAGOGY 

JONASSON, Hubert John (as at Oct. 
18, 1966). 

Parents: :\Ir. and Mrs. Beverley Jon
asson, 768 Brazier St., Se}kirk, Man. 

STEFANSON, Dennis Neil (as at Oct. 
18, I 966), 668 Lipton St. Win

nipeg, l\Ianitoba. 

BACHELOR OF PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 

HANSEN, Signy Joyce. 
Parents: Mrs. Jessie H. Hansen, 754 
South Drive, Winnipeg, Man. and 
the late Stefan Hansen. 

LINDAL, Gordon Einar. 
Parents: Mr. and Mrs. John and 

Violet Lindal, Lynn Lake, Man. 
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (Honors) 

,v1LSON, Frank Josep Skaptason. 

Pa-rents: F.'L and :\Ir.'i. A. ,Nilson, 
378 Maryland St., Winnipeg, Man. __ 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
(General Course) 

DANIELSO'.\', Baldur Le Roy. 

Parents: :\fr. and :\Irs. Hjalmur and 
Freda Danielson, 869 Garfield St., 
,vinnipeg, Manitoba. 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
(General Course) 

JOHNSON, Frank Gmlmundur (as at 
Oct. 1966). 

Parents: l\Jr. and l\frs. J. S. Johnson. 
\'ogar, :\fanitoba 

BACHELOR Of SCIENCE 
(General) 

STEPIL\>JSSON, Stephan Edward 

Parents: Dr. and l\Irs. Norman Steph
;m,son, 6-1 Church St., Flin Flon, 
:\Ianitoba. 

THORSTEINSSON, Thomas Marvin. 

Parents: Mr. and :\frs. :\Iarvin Thor
steirnson, Kingston Row, \Vinnipeg. 
Manitoba. 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN ENGINEERING (Electrical) 

KRISTJ\NSO:\'. Ronald James. 

Parents: :\Ir. and Mrs. Gustaf and 
Nora Kristjanson, Bella Bella Island, 
British Columbia 

\VESTDAL, John Arthur Swain (as at 
Oct. 18, 1966). 

Parents: :\Ir. and :\frs. D. J. \Vestdal, 
Fort Garry 19, Manitoba. 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN ENGINEERING (Mechanical) 

GOOD:\IlJNDSON, Terry Lloyd. 

Parents: l\Ir. and Mrs. Edwin T., and 

Anna Goodmundson, 1029 Domin
ion St., Winnipeg IO, Manitoba. 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN MEDICINE 

BERGEN, Barry Johannes, M.D. 

Parent,: Mr. and l\frs. Lynn and Sig
urlin Bergen, Riverton, l\Ianitoba. 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN PHARMACY 

THORKELSON, :\fargaret Lynne. 

Parents: l\Ir. and l\Irs. Echvin Thor
kelson, 51 Amundsen Bay, \Vinnipeg 
22, :\Ianitoba. 

CERTIFICATE IN EDUCATION 

BERGl\L\N, Villa Elin, B.A. (as at 
Feb. 21, 1967). 

Parents: The late John and Anna 
Bergman, 28 Purcell, \Vinnipeg. 

JOH:\"SON, Darryl Sigurdur, B.A. 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. F. Johnson. 
1157 Ashburn St .. ,vinnipeg, l\Ian. 

JOHNSON, Gudjon Roy, B. Sc. (U. ol 
B.C.) (as at Feb. 21, 1967).

Parents: Mrs. G, Johnson, Kitimat. 
B. C., and the late Bjorn Johnson.

The family moved from Vogar. l\fan.
in 1956.

.JOH:-.:SON. Salina l\fargaret. 

Parents: l\Ir. and l\Irs. C. A. Johnson. 
-177 Beverley St., ,vinnipeg IO, Man.

l\fAGNUSSON, Victoria Helena, IL\. 
(as at Oct. 18, 1966). 

Parents: Mr. and l\Irs. J. H. Magnm
son, Hnausa, J\Ianitoba. 

CLARK, Loretta Carol, B.Sc. 

Parents: Mr. and l\frs. Emil and 
Alice Lindal, The Pas, ManitOlba. 

DIPLOMA IN AGRICULTURE 

HANNESSON, William Arni, (as at 
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April 1,4 1967). 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Hannes

son, Lakeland, Manitoba. 

DIPLOMA IN CITY PLANNING 

BORGFJORD, Marvin Robert, 
B. Arch. 1963.

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. M. H. Borg

fjord, Arborg, Manitoba. 

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE 

BERGEN, Barry Johannes. 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Lynn and Sig

urlin Bergen, Riverton, l\Ianitoba. 

IN Gil\flJNDSON, Janice Carolyne. 
B. Sc.

Parents: l\Ir. and Mrs. F. Ingimuncl

son, 160 Scotia St., ,vinnipeg, l\f an. 

MASTER OF EDUCATION 

\VILSON, Johanna Gudrun, B.Sc., 

(H. Ee.) 1945; B. Ed. 1954. 

Parent.,: The late Capt. Joe and Gud

run Skaptason. 

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK 

JOHANNSON, Joan Isabell, B.A., 
B.S.W. 

Parents: :\Ir. and l\frs. John ,vm. 

Parker, ,vinnipeg, Manitoba. 

Husband: Robert Donald Johann

son, \Vinnipeg, Manitoba. 

MASTERS IN CITY PLANNING 

University of British Columbia 

VOPNFJORD, Leonard Walter, 

B. of Gom. (U. of Manitoba).

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Axel Vopn

fjord, 1206 Dominion St., Winnipeg. 

l\fanitoba. 

BJERRING, Barbara Frances, B.Sc. 

(H. Ee.) U. of Man., 1967. 

Master in Social ,vork. U. B. C. 

Vancouver, British Columbia. 

,vife of Kari H. Bjerring, Vancouver 

BJERRING, Andrew K., B. Sc. (E.E.) 

Awarded $2,500.00 bursary and 

plans to continue studies in Tor

onto, Ontario. 

Parents: :\Ir. and l\Irs. K. H. B_jer

ring, Vancouver, British Columbia. 

PEILUCK, Ronald, B. Sc., Man. 1963. 

(Dp. B.A. U. of Western Ont.. 

l 965). :\faster of Arts, U. of l\f..

1967.

Parents: l\f r. and :\frs. V. Peiluck, 

nee l\Iargret Bjerring, Vancouver. 

Ronald is with the department of the 

:\fan. Gc)Yernment as research analyst. 

Canada Land Inventory Project. 

Grand Chapter of Manitoba Order of 

the Eastern Star Bursary in Dentistry, 

Award of $200.00 (First Year Dentistry) 

OLAFSSON, Irvin Hjalmar. 

Parents: Names not available at pres

ent. 
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JOHANNES EINARSSON 

Second- and third-generation Can
adians of Icelandic descent may well 
be proud of the part played by their 
parents and grandparents in the build
ing of vVestern Canada. Of those 
courageous, hard•,rnrking Icelandic 
pioneer farmers who settled in Sask
atchewan and contributed to its devel
opment, Johannes Einarsson was an 
outstanding representa,tive. He pos
sessed to a high degree those qualities 
which seem to typify the Icelandic 
character at its best: Intellectual curi
osity, independence of spi11it, a strong 
sense of social responsibility. The 
combination of these qualities gave 
him in his life•time a far-reaching 
reputation as an esteemed and respect
ed citizen, and at his death he was 
descrihed as " ... a community leader 
of the first magniitude ... "1) 

Johannes Einarsson was born in Ice
land, June 19, 1863. He grew up in the 
home of his fosterparents, a home 
w,hich was a favorite meeting-place for 
friends and neighbours, where a young 
boy listened to the deliberations of his 
elders and acquired a matu:dty beyond 
his years. His fosterfather, Jon Lofts
son, whom he greatly admired, was a 
distinguished man-a farmer and a 
sailor, one of whose accomplishments 
was the establishment of the first school 
of navigation in Iceland. Johannes 
learned to read at a very early age and 
there quickly developed in him a love 
of learning and study that was to re
main with him all his life. Indeed he 
would undoubtedly have become a 

1) The Yorkton Enterprise.

Johannes Einarsson 

teacher and scholar if tthat had been 
possible; but he rwas a dutiful son and 
at the death of his fosterfather he as
sumed the management of the latiter's 
farming and fishing interests. (The 
fishing evidently took i,ts toll. In his 
diary he recorded on his 80th birthday: 
"Still mentally normal but my feet are 
weak, the result of too much wet and 
cold at fishing in Iceland in youth 
from 11 to 26 years of age".) As a young 
man he was closely associated with ,the 
formation of the first co-operatives in 
Iceland as well as with the political 
movement for the independence of 
his country.2 

In 1886 he married Sigurlaug I>or
steinsd6ttir and in 1889 came with his 

2) This information and much of the substance of what follows is taken from a tribute to J.
E. by his friend J. J. Bildfell, published in Logberg, August 31, 1950.
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wife and haiby daughter 1to America. 
They went first to Mountain in North 
Dakota but a year later came to Canada 
and homesteaded in the district that 
was laiter called Logberg. The dif
ficulties of this new life were many, 
but they simply acted as a spur for an 
ambitious, hardrworking young man. 
Johannes' first task was to build a 
shelter out of logs for himself and his 
family, and then a shed for the ca,ttle. 
After ,that he was able to begin clear
ing the land. The first four years there 
was not much return but Johannes did 
not discourage easily; he had great 
faith in his adopted country and in 
the future. He used to take long ,trips 
from home to seek work and money. 
The second winter he made 46 ,trips to 
Saltcoats with logs to seH, trips made 
in a,n ox-drawn sled, over terrible roads 
and in all kinds of weather. And he 
left ait home his wonderful wife who 
patiently and efficiently carried out 
her domestic chores with never a word 
of complaint. These two worked to
gether in great harmony to build their 
new life and their prospects soon 
brightened. The farm grew, the cattle 
herd increased, the fields began to 
yield good harvests; eventually they 
were able 1to leave ,!)he log hut and 
move into a fine new house. 

All this, of course, is not exceptional 
in the history of vVestern Canada; 
countless other pioneers did the same. 
But the tale does not end here. For 
Johannes Einarsson was one of those 
men who do not stop at providing 
material comfort for themselves and 
their families, but who are imbued 
with other values, who also consider it 
their duty to build good communities, 
to help develop responsible govern
ments. Johannes, because of his own 
gifts, his upbringing and his experi
ences in Iceland, was uniquely qual-

ified to ,become a community leader 
and �t rwas not long before he assumed 
such a position. Among his first enter
prises was the organization of a co
operative store for farmers and in 1891 
he helped organize a co-operative 
creamery at Saltcoats. In 1898 when the 
government estaiblished a co-operative 
creamery at Churdrbridge, he was 
chosen its president. He was respons
ible for the formation of a school 
district and the building of a school
house near his farm, and he sat on the 
schoolboard for 15 years. He worked 
for the Agricultural Societies of both 
Churchbridge and Saltcoa:ts and served 
as president of both organizations at 
various ,times. Both before and after 
Saskatchewan became a province he 
was active in the Local Improvement 
District of Logberg-I>ingvalla. In 1905 
he became chairman and served in 
that capacity until 1913. vVhen this 
District became the Rural Municipality 
of Churchbridge he was elected reeve, 
a position he held continuously for l:! 
years and afterwards at intervals3 ). The 
Yorkton Enterprise said of him: " ... 
He attended almost all public meet
ings in rthis wide area as long a.s his 
strength would aHow and invaria,bly 
entered into any discussion when the 
opportunity arose. It is said he served 
more often as ,chairman of meetings 
throughout this district than any other 
man." 

It is not surprising •to find that when 
the ,vheat Pool was established in 
Yv estern Canada he was among the first 
to support it and share in its formation. 
This was an enterprise greatly to his 
liking for it promised much for 1the im
provement of the conditions of his 
fellow-farmers, a cause always dear to 
his heart. He was a Wheat Pool del
egate for many years. 

These many activities, so time-con-
3) These activities are well-documented in "7• J. Linda!'s book, The Saskatchewan Icelanders.
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�urning and ofiten costly as well, would 
by themselves have been almost too 
much for .any ordinary man and these 
,things formed only a part of his rich 
life. He also devoted enough time to 
his farm so that it flourished year after 
year, and helped raise and educate his 
large family. He and Sigurlaug had 
thirteen children in all, two of whom 
died in infancy. One of his chief con
cerns was that his children should re
ceive a good education and he saw to 
it that all nine boys and the two girls 
were sent away to high school and some 
to university in ,vinnipeg as well. Thi, 
in itself would be a remarkable achieve
ment at any time but particularly so in 
those days. 

It can be seen from the record of 
his accomplishments tha1t Johannes 
Einars.son was a man of vision, one 
who was deeply concerned about the 
world he lived in. Reference has al
ready been made to his early love of 
study and reading. 17his aspect of his 
life was always very important to him. 
One of his first tasks on coming to 
his new homeland, one of his ways or 
showing his allegiance to it, \\·as to 
learn ,its language. But he not on], 
learned, he mastered it, and soon knew 
English just as ·well as Icelandic. His 
eloquence in both languages was our 
of the ordinary. And of course his read
ing in both was extensive and varied. 
He had a very large library and it is 
obvious from the titles in his collection 
that the principles and ideals which 
gm·erned his conduct in public life 
11·ere inspired and nurtured to a great 
extent by the ·thinkers and philoso
phers he met in his reading. It is inter
esting to glance through a small note
book which he kept and in which he 
used to jot down passages from h ;, 
reading which obviously impre,sed 
him. Throughout these quotations ,1·c 
find the same themes recurring, them· 

and ideas which were impo11tant to 
him and which played a large part i 11 

his own philosophy: freedom, justice. 
education, good government. The pas
sages range from the sta,tement in 
the Magna Carta on universal justice 
to ·woodrow Wilson's homily on the 
moral responsibilities of govcernors, 
from Caiton on the art of statesmanship 
to John Stuart Mill on civil liberty 
and liiberal edumtion. One extract, il
lustrates what it was ,that caught his 
attention. Here in part is a footnote 
he copied down from the saga of Mag
nus the Good, in Heimskringla: 

Law appears to have heen so 
far advanced among them (,the 
Northmen of the eleventh century) 
that the forms were not merely 
established, but the slightest 
breach of the legal forms of pro
ceeding involved the loss of the 
case .... 

Elesewhere there appear isolated max
ims, such as this anonymous remark: 

"Some men grow, others s,vell." 

In the diary that he faithfully kept 
all his life he recorded not only his 
day to day activities but also his 
oh,ervations on things in general. 
These comments, always forceful and 
often amusing, reveal his constant pre
occupation with the state of the world 
and reveal as well something of his 
personality and character. He par
ticularly liked to pause and take stock 
on his birthday and at the end of the 
ye;1r. On June 19, 1939, for example, 
he wrote: 

\ly 7(ith bir:hday. In good health 
:uid < k,1r mind, worried over the 
i !1tt:re because of wobbling Gov
crnn1u1ts ,1'110 do not govern, be
ing the worst .�pecies known .... 
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And on December 3 1st of that year: 

... And so an eventful year ... 
the wor1d in travail which no man 
can predict the outcome of. Can
ada having declared war on Ger
many is diligently itaking her part. 
At home I feel we are suffering
have been for years-from govern
ment inertia, i.e. our governments 
do not govern. A mental state 
similar to the one described in the 
last verse of the Second Book of 
Judges appears to be prevalent.4) 
.... May God help us all. 

On his 85th birthday he gave credit 
where it was due: 

... A quiet day after an eventful 
year which I did not expect to 
survive. But God's grace and med
ical skill at the ·winnipeg Clinic 
saved my life . ... 

He always expressed himself well. 
hut so dearly and simply that he could 
�hare his thoughts with anyone, even 
·with children. In a letter to a nine
year old gramldaughter in 1942 he
expressed his feelings about something
that meant a grea,t deal to him:

... There is a great slogan, "There 
will always be an England." It is 
like the North Star in the night. 
\Vhen on my thoughts of night
\Vhen on my hundreds of night
trips I saw that star, I could travel 
with security to where I was go
ing as it never changes its position. 
I also think there will always be a 
king in England ... Our present 
King George VI vished here some 
years ago and the Canadian peoplt> 
... admired him as man and king. 

A dollar was cast in memory of 
tliait event. .. My son Sveinn gave 
me one. Now my day will soon be 
over, so I send you this memorial 
coin. ,vhen you are an old lady 
with silvery hair you can show it 
to your grandchildren and tell 
them of the good King ... Now I 
ahvays think that although flags 
are beautiful, �till when there is 
a human being behind those flags, 
our impressions will be more im
pressive, our feelings deeper and 
more real. 

Thi., coin and letiter have been treas
ured for 2:J years, mementos of a well
loved aJi whose stature could be recog
nized even by a young child. 

This letter helps to show that al
though Johannes' life-long involvement 
and concern 'With public life was nour
ished by ,books it was not merely an 
intellectual abstract concern, but stem
med equally from a warm, vital interest 
in people. He was an extremely like
able man, and a very gregarious one. 
He loved family gatherings, indeed 
gatherings of any sort. He visited a 
good deal and liked to have people visit 
him. He was never happier than when 
he was surrounded by family and 
friends in his own home, en joying good 
company and good conversation (pre
ferably controversial). The only thing 
that could give him equal pleasure was 
a night-long bridge session. His home 
was always open to friends and stran
gers alike and the list of ,people, among 
them many eminent public figures, 
who have tasted the hospitality of that 
home would fill a book. 

In remembering a distinguished 
Canadian pioneer it is fitting that we 
should also pay tribute to his wonder-

4) In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own
eves.
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I couldn•t afford a part-time maid 
so I hired 100 full 

• 

time servants 
I can hire more anytime I want to. But 
night now 100 amps is enough to do all 
the work around the house. 
All I do is plug in my appliances-electri

·- city does the rest. It vacuums the rug, docs
the dishes, washes and dries my clothes, 
polishes the floor, dries my hair. 
Thanks to electricity I have more time to 
do the things I've always wanted to. Like 
take advantage of special sales, spend 
more time with the children. 
I'm rather proud of the way I've solved 
the part-time help problem .. . with elec

j tricity, the versatile servant. I couldn't do 
.,._., . h . Id · wit out 1t. Cou you? 

your versatile servant 

MANITOBA HYDRO 

RAMSAY· MATTHEWS LIMITED 

I 03 Medical Arts Building, 

(Guild) Prescription Opticians 

WINNIPEG 

ARLINGTON PHARMACY 
PRESCRIPTION SPECIALISTS 

POST OFFICE 

Sargent & Arlington, 

Phone SUnset 3-5550 

Winnipeg 

"Health Spot and Heel Hugger Corrective Shoes 

for Men and Women by experienced shoe fitters" 

"YOU ARE AS YOU:'.\G AS YOl!R FEET" 

MACDONALD ��g�E lrn.
492 MAIN STREET (Just South of the New City Hall) 

Store Hours: 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.rn. 
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ful wife wjthout rwhom he could not 
have achieved whait he did. Too often 
those !brave pioneer women of whom 
she was one go unsung, but their con
tribution to the world was as great as 
that of their husbands. This was cer
tainly true of Sigurlaug Einarsson who 
left behind a rich legacy of courage 
and industry to her children and 
grandchildren. Amma may be the only 
Icelandic word some of these grand
children know, but because of her it is 
a word invested with her qualities of 
gentleness and sereni,ty, and Icelandic 
is a beautiful language. Certainly it was 
largely her graciousness and warmth 
that made that lovely farm-house the 
welcoming haven it was. The relation
ship between this couple was loving 
and tender and the best description 
one could give of the wife, the best tri
bute one could pay her is found in her 
husband's own words. On ,t:he day she 
died he had recorded in his diary his 
private sorrow and told what she had 
meant not only to him but to all who 
knew her. 

Sept. 16, 1944: My wife passed 
away . . . a sweet soul gone to 
her reward, leaving us a memory 
of a hard-working, unpretentious 
woman who loved her children 
dearly and was always ready and 
willing to succour strangers who 
needed food or rest. 
Blessed be her memory. 

And two days later: 

. . . We took a last look at that 
face, lovely in death, now resting 

in peace. Om six sons present 
carried the remains to their rest
ing place and the spirit flew to her 
God who gave it. So ended our 
earohly union after 58 years of 
married life. . . 

On •the first anniversary of her deallh 
he remembered: 

. . . This date 1944 my beloved 
wife left us for peace and reward 
for a long life of hard work, main
ly raising a large family which 
she nursed with motherly care; 
she took care of a large household 
and guided and found a way when 
means were small to stretch same 
to nourish us all and the many 
who came here for shelter and 
food. . . SilJan hun for hafa dag
arnir verilJ dimmir og langir. En 
innan skamms munum vilJ sjas,t 
aft:ur.5) 

He was 81 when 3he died a:nd he was 
to live for six more years. A1tJhough 
troubled by failing sight and rheum
a-tism, he continued as active and 
mentally vigorous as ever until the end. 
Only the last month of his life was he 
ill enough to be put in hospital. Dur
ing this month he :was unconscious 
most of the time, but some part of his 
being remained very much alert, for he 
would recite for hours on end the Ice
landic poetry he had learned as a boy. 
He died in the Yorkton Hospital Aug
ust 2, 1950, and was buried beside his 
ciear wife in the cemetery on their 
farm. 

(Mrs.) Marian Hughes 

5) Since she went away, the days have been dark and long, but soon we shall see each other 
again. 
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Simpsons-Sears 

TELESHOPPING 

THE EASY ,v A Y TO SHOP .... 

NO FUSS, NO BABY SITTER WORRIES, 
NO PARKING PROBLEMS. 

Dial SU 3-2117 

YOUR GUARANTEE OF ... 

GOOD FOOD 

SALISBURY 

HOUSE 

PARK-HANNESSON 
LTD. e COFFEE SHOPS 

Distributors of 

Commercial Fishing Equipment 
and 

Fibreglass Reinforced Plastic 
Materials. 

WINNIPEG - EDMONTON 

2·1 HOUR TAKE OUT SERVICE 

Winnipeg - Brandon - Kenora 

MOVING PACKING STORING 

BEAVER MOVING & STORAGE 

Agents For Allied Van Lines 

960 LOGAN A VE., WINNIPEG PHONE SUnset 3-5412 

11. Greenherg, Manager.
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IN THE NEWS 

JOHN STEPHEN MATTHIASSON 

RECEIVES DOCTORATE 

John Stephen Matthiasson 

John Stephen :\Iatthiasson of \Vin
nipeg, who took his post graduate stu
dies in Anthropology at Cornell Uni
versity and did his field work among 
the Eskimos at Pond Inlet, Baffin Is
land, has received his degree as Doctor 
of Philosophy from Cornell University. 

Dr. Matthiasson lectured in ,\.nthro
pology at :\farquette University in 
Milwaukee for the past two years and 
has now received an appointment at 
the University of Manitoba as Research 
Associate and Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Anthropology. 

In the past summer Dr. :\Iatthiasson 
conducted a University of Saskat
chewan course in applied Anthropol
ogy at Rankin Inlet N.\V.T .. some 
250 miles north of Churchill, :\fan
itoba. Students enrolled included 
graduate and undergraduate students 
from Canada and the United States. 

W. D. V ALGARDSON WINS 

RECOGNITION 

W. D. Valgardson, of Gimli, a high
school teacher in Manitoba, has written 
a series of some seventy free verse 
poems with the setting Gimli and the 
surrounding area. Samples of these 
poems were published in the Centen
nial issue of the Icelandic Canadian 
and his poems have appeared in the 
Canadian Fonun and elsewhere. 

On the basis of his writings, Mr. Val
gardson has been awarded a $1,900 
teaching fellowship at the University 
of Iowa. He has been admitted to the 
Fine Arts program in Creative ·writing 
at the University and will be working 
towanl5 his degree of Master of Fine 
Arts. 

* 

EDWARD VOPNI ELECTED PRES-

IDENT OF AIR CADET LEAGUE 

OF CANADA 

Edward Vopni, of \Vinnipeg, was 
early in the year elected president of 
the Air Cadet League of Canada. Mr. 
Vopni was previously national vice
president of .the League, and has been 
a member since 1914. 

* 

HARV ARD FELLOWSHIP 

AW ARD ED TO SIMUNDSON 

Rev. Daniel J. Simundson, original
ly of Seattle, \Vashington, and son of 
Rev. and Mrs. K. Simundson of that 
ci,y, has been awarded a fellowship 
at Harvard University. 
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Winnipeg's Most Complete Entertainment Centre 

' APPEARING NIGHTLY 

Snock or-i 
full conuse 

Meol fc>an @rner,,ican 
I'touNGE c,(.@{1•)�4@1,1@,..,, 

The 
Mus,cil Sty!1�gs 

, of Vocalist 

V!CKI KN:GHT 

and p,;rn,st 
.., STEPHEN SARAY 

Dutch 
C'offtt 
Shop 

THE GOURMET 
INTERNATIONAL 
RESTAURANT 

'{Fe ....cr.>NATI(1iAL 
INsfRiNGS 

3 SHOWS 
fri.,Sat.&Sun 

Only 

.Parking.fur 950 c:,r��nternational II 
3657 

Alf cond1t1c;nerf curnf1::: 
1 n 

Wellington at Berry Adjacent to lnternational Air Terminal 

CANADIAN FISH 

PRODUCERS LTD. 

J. H. P.-\GE, Manager 

Office Phone: SPruce 5-0481 

Res. Phone GLobe 3-0446 

311 CHAMBERS ST. 

Winnipeg Manitoba • 

Every sip 
delights 

· • .,, your taste.

YOU LIKE IT· IT LIKES YOU 

BOOTH FISHERIES 
CANADIAN COMPANY I ... I:\IITED 

369 LOGAN A VENUE 

WINNIPEG 

PHONE: WH 2-8271 

MANITOBA 

Sdkirk, Man. Winnipegosis, Man. The Pas, Man. 
MAFEKING, MANITOBA 
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K. J. (Kelly) SVEINSON HONORED

K. J. (Kelly) Sveinson

The man who invented the world's 
first factory-built chimney has been 
honored by the industry he helped to 
found. 

K. J. (Kelly) Sveinson designed the 
chimney in 1933 in his small tinsmith 
shop at Selkirk, l\fan. The invention 
was to earn him a place in Canadian 
history. The idea was patented in 1941, 
but until 1944 he continued to work 
alone in his small shop, producing 
about 100 chimneys a year. That was 
not enough to meet the rapidly grow
ing demand for his product. 

Later in 1944 Winnipeg's industrial 
development board recognized the 
chimney's potential and a company was 
formed by five city businessmen to 
market it. That company was the fore
runner of Selkirk lVIetalbestos Ltd., the 
group that honored Mr. Sveinson in 
Brockville in May. It was a testimonial 
dinner attended by the firm's person
nel from across Canada. Present were 
past and present directors of the com
pany. 

The dinner, in Brockville's Skyline 
Hotel, climaxed a five-day visit by Mr. 

Sveinson and his son, K. S. Sveinson, 
to Eastern Canada as guests of the 
company. They were taken to see Expo 
67 in Montreal where they saw various 
chimney and vent installa:tions as well 
as the Selkirk Chaleur fireplace, on 
display in the Man and His Home 
exhibit. 

The senior Sveinson designed his 
product after helping a neighbor 
ex:tinguish a fire in an old masonry 
chimney. He built his of galvanized 
metal and designed it in such a way 
t,hat it prevented condensation of flue 
gases and the resulting formation of 
the ensuing soot deposits. 

After Winnipeg businessmen formed 
the company in 1944, a factory was 
built rin Winnipeg and Kelly Sveinson 
became plant manager, a position he 
held until his retirement. 

* 

Rev. Mr. Simundson, who has served 
a Lutheran congregation at Mendon, 
Illinois, for about two years, and as 
chaplain of the large Barnes Hospital 
Centre in St. Louis, Missouri, for six 
years, will now be embarking on a 
course in post graduate studies leading 
to his Ph.D. degree. A letter from Har
varcl University reads in part: 

"It gives me great pleasure to inform 
you that you have been admitted to the 
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences 
for the academic year 1967-68 to study 
toward the Ph.D. degree in the subject 
of Near Eastern Languages and Liter
atures and that you have been award
ed a Graduate Prize Fellowship." 

The Fellowship pays full tuition 
plus about $200 a month. It is renew
able each year, up to five years if ne
cessary, if a record of distinction is 
maintained. The department he will 
be in is N car Eastern Languages and 
Literatures. He will be concentrating 
on Hebrew and the Old Testament, 
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Dependable, Low Cost 
Electricity for the City of 
Winnipeg supplied by ... 

ASGEIRSON'S 
LIMITED 

698 Sargent - Ph. SUnset 3-4322 

* 

Headquarters for 

PA I N T, WA L LPAPER 

le HARDWARE 

Riverton Co-Operative 
Ass'n Ltd. 

GENERAL STORE CREAMERY 

Riverton Brand First-Grade Butter 

Groceries, Dry Goods, Hardware, Feed 
Fertilizer, Oil, Grease 

PHONE 79-251 RIVERTON, MAN. 

but he also will have to take other 
ancient Near Eastern Languages. 

Both Yale and Vanderbi1t Univer
sities offered him similar Scholarships. 
,�nd the Board of Theological Educa
t10n of the Lutheran Church in Am
erica is ?iving _him_ a $1000 scholarship.

He will begm his studies at Harvard 
this fall. 

* 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

CENTENNIAL ISSUE 

The large Centennial issue of the Ice

landic Canadian can he bought separ

a
_
tely at $LOO per copy. New subscrip

tions can begin with the Centennial 

issue at $2.00 each. - A rare bargain. 

A special rate is offered for Christ 
mas gift subscriptions, beginning with 
the A�tu:11n or Winter issues: One year 
.mbscnpt10ns for $1.50, and in Iceland 
for $2.00. 
:\I ail your order to: 

The Icelandic Canadian, 

869 Garfield Street, 
Winnipeg IO, 
Canada 

Gilbart Funeral Homes 
309 Eveline St. 

SELKIRK, MAN.

Phone 3271 

FIRST STREET 
GIMLI, MAN. 
!'hone ZE 17000 

- 'it'nint! the Interlake Area _
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Compliments of ... 

McGAVIN--TOASTMASTER LTD. 
258 BURNELL STREET

Telephone 783-7144 

VIKING PRINTERS 
868 ARLINGTON ST. 

PHONE: SPruce: 4-6251 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 

Arlington Pharmacy ____ _ 
,\rthur A. Anderson _ 
Asgeirsson Ltd. _ _ _ ___ ___________________ .46 
Barda! Funeral Home ________ ______________ 1 
Beaver Moving and Storage _ __42 
Black woods Beverages __________ _ 44 
Booth Fisheries Canadian ___ 44 
Brooke Bond Canada Ltd. ________________ 6 
Burns Food Ltd. _ __ _  .48 
Canadian Fish Producers Ltd. _ _____ .44 
Chief Home Bakery ______ __________ _ _____ 3 
Clark's Discount Dept. Store 48 
Codville Co. Ltd. l 
Duffs Taxi __ _______ __ ----· •1 
Eatons of Canada ________________________ Cover 
Eggertson and Garson _ 1 
Gilbart Funeral Home __ ___ _ __ __ 46 
Hercules Supply Ltd. _ 1 
International Inn 44 
John Leckie Ltd. _ _ _______________________ _ ___ 2 
Investors Syndicate Ltd. ____________________ 6 
Labatts Manitoba Brewerv ________ Cover 
Malkin Dr.s C. and S. 

, 
_ _ 3 

:\Ianitoba Hydo ____ _______ ______ ___________ 40 
l\Ianitoba Pool Elevators _ __________ Cover 
\IacDonald Shoe Store Ltd. ______ ______ .40 

It. B. VOPNI & UO. 
Chartered Accountants 

210-2285 Portage Avenue

PHONE 832-1341

l Winnipeg 12 Manitoba 

McGavin-Toa,Hmaster Ltd. _______________ .47 
McDonald Dure Lumber Co. Ltd. ____ 2 
McGavin Toastmaster Ltd. _____________ .48 
l\IcKague-Sigmar and Co. __________________ 4 
Nell's Flower Shop ----------------------------- 4 
Park-Hannesson Ltd. ____ ___________________ .42 
Quinton Ltd. ______________ ___ 3 
Ramsay-:vr a thews Ltd. __________ __ _________ 40 
Richardson Securities _____ ___________ _ 5 
Riverton Co-Op Assn. Ltd. ____________ 45 
Roberts and Whyte Ltd. _ _ __ _ .42 
Salisbury House _ _ _ __________ .42 
Security Storage __ ________ __ __________ _ 2 
Sigurdson, Dr. L. A. _ _ ______ ____ _____ __ 3 
Sigurdson, H. and Son Ltd. _ ___ _______ 4 
Simpson-Sears _ _ _______ ______ __ . .42 
Tallin and Co. _ ___ __ 6 
The Happy Vinyard __ __ 2 
Thorarinson, S. A. _ 4 
Thorlakson, Dr. P. H. T. _ ---• 4 
Thorvaldson and Co. _ _ __________ _ _______ 4 
Viking Printers _ _ ______ _ ___ .47 
Vopni, R. B. _ _  _ ... .47 
·western Paint Co., Ltd. _ _ _ 48 
Whitehall Laundry 5 
·w estbrook Medical Centre 4 
Winnipeg Hydro _ ______ _46 
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THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN Autumn 1967 

• 

• 

• 

OPEN 

WHERE VALUE 

IS "KING" 

GRANT PARK PLAZA 

NORTHGATE PLAZA 

NAIRN & HWY 59 

10 :00 a.m. to 10 :00 p.m. 
MON. THRU SAT. 

"SERVING CANADIANS WITH QUALITY MEATS" 

Compliments of 

THE WESTERN PAINT CO. LTD. 

"The Painter's Supply House Since 1908" 

521 Hargrave St., Winnipeg 2, Man. Phone WH 3-7395 

J. A. SCHI;vINOWSKI, President 

In sharp contrast 

to the fast-fading 

colors o,f fall, ,\LP. 

E' .s newlv intro-

ducecl green and 

gold emblem. af

fixed to many ol 

our countrv elev

ators, can be seen 

to1\·ering on the 

horizon 111 mo-st 

areas of rural ,\fanitoba. The combination of spring's lush green 

with the rich gold of hanest on our emblem is more than co,lor

ful. It symboli1es the co-operation and determination of some 

:10,000 farmer members w control agriculture beyond their 

farm gates. "\\'hat's behind the new emblem is what really counts. 

Forty-two years of agricultural "Know-How" is ready to go to work 

for you. As a "POOL" member you receive the friendly, experienced 

help of our local elevator manager, who is alway., at your service. 

For information or advice, call in and 
meet the manager o-f your local POOL 

ELEVATOR, he's a good man to know! 

MANITOBA POOL ELEVATORS 
220 PORT AGE A VENUE

WINNIPEG I, MANITOBA




